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FOREWORD 
 

Technology Development, extension, marketing and dissemination of technology in 

the field of organic farming is a continuous process in which strong linkages among 

the partners need to be maintained properly so that the information generated is 

relevant and appropriate for meeting the needs of the farmers 

 

 I am happy to know that National Center of Organic Farming is going to 

publish "Organic Farming Newsletter" quarterly which will provide a forum for 

devising a framework for the planners, entrepreneurs and the farmers for enhancing 

organic farming. I hope that the material provided in this newsletter will contribute a 

valuable source of information for giving a new dimension to the organic production 

programme. 

 

 I wish this newsletter success 

 
 
          Sd/- 

(Satish Chander) 
Joint Secretary (INM) 
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Dear Readers, 
During last few years, Organic farming has emerged as an alternative form of 

agriculture, which not only promises chemical residue free food but also addresses 
the environmental and sustainability concerns with optimum productivity. India is 
now on the verge of an organic revolution with policies being framed and massive 
programmes being launched. As a first Government step, a National Project on 
Organic Farming has already been launched, under which one National Centre of 
Organic Farming, and six Regional Centres of Organic Farming have become 
operational. For implementation of various schemes participation is being invited 
from Government, semi-Government, research institutions, private agencies and 
farmer groups. To cut the cost on certification, service provider scheme is being 
launched. Incentives have also been earmarked for the promotion of organic input 
industry. 
 

Documentation and dissemination of the knowledge and effective coordination 
among different implementing agencies is the key to the success and is one of the 
prime aims of the National Project. Quarterly ORGANIC FARMING 
NEWSLETTER (OFNL) is being launched with a novel cause of providing a forum 
to all implementing agencies for sharing their experiences, expertise and future 
initiatives. For this, I invite active participation form all stakeholders of organic 
farming. I hope that with your active cooperation we will be able to give organic 
farming a new direction and stability.  
 
A.K. Yadav 
Editor 



  

BIOFERTILISER TO ORGANIC FARMING  
A JOURNEY BETWEEN TWO PROJECTS  

                                            
 

                        Dr. P. Bhattacharyya 
             Additional Commissioner (INM) 
                         DAC, Krishi Bhawan 
                               Director 
       National Centre of Organic Farming, Ghaziabad 
    (What the caterpillar calls the end of the world, 
          The master calls a butterfly - Proverb) 

 
 
Prologue 

The Department of Agriculture and 
Cooperation has launched a new central 
sector scheme entitled “National Project on 
Organic Farming” by subsuming another 
prestigious project “National Project on 
Development and use of Biofertiliser”.  
The current project on organic farming is 
operational since 1st October, 2004 while 
the former project on biofertiliser was 
initiated on March, 1983.  The existing 
staff who were attached with the old 
project on biofertiliser still recollect 
glorious achievements made under the 
project for promotion of biofertiliser across 
the country.  It was sweet and sweating 
experience which is not easy to forget.  On 
the other hand, when the new project on 
organic farming has come, the same has 
been welcomed by all staff from the core 
of heart along with strong enthusiasm, 
golden dream and challenging mindset to 
implement the programme successfully.  
This is infact, timely initiative in the 
interest of environment and future of 
mankind.  Our efforts of 20 long years 
which began with biofertiliser for 
sustainable agriculture have started to bear 
fruit with the activities on organic farming 
and now we can find a tremendous 
significance in our endeavors to produce 
healthy agricultural products by building 

up clean and healthy soil with the use of 
available natural resources by taking the 
advantage of the National Scheme.  The 
purpose of the present paper is to highlight 
the activities made under the project of 
biofertiliser which will help us to glance 
our own achievements with feeling of 
nostalgia.  Simultaneously the paper will 
give insight view on the background and 
the objectives of the new project on 
organic farming which will direct us to go 
ahead with greater responsibility.  
 
National Project on Development and 
use of biofertiliser:- 
Biofertilisers, the preparation containing 
agriculturally useful microorganisms in 
sufficient numbers, help plant growths and 
nutrition.  During 1950-1980, considerable 
research on biofertiliser was made by 
various agricultural universities and ICAR 
Research Institutes.  All these research 
works indicated that there is a good 
potential of biofertilisers like Rhizobium, 
BGA. Azotobacter, Azospirillum, P-
solubilisers etc to be practiced for restoring 
soil fertility and enhancing crop 
productivity as cost effective biological 
input and they have no deleterious effects 
either on soil health or environment. 
 
 



  

Background  
It was the month of March, 1983, 

almost the end of the 6th five year plan.  As 
per recommendation of ICAR and different 
agricultural universities, the Department of 
Agriculture and Cooperation, Ministry of 
Agriculture, Government of India launched 
“The National Project on Development and 
use of Biofertiliser”. The overall objective 
of this project was to improve and 
maintain soil fertility through the rational 
and judicious use of biological plant 
nutrient resources. 
 
Activities 

In pursuance of these objectives, a 
number of activities of the project were 
identified as follows: 

 
(i) Production and distribution of quality 

biofertilisers from promotional point 
of view. 

(ii) Function as Quality control agency. 
(iii) Organisation of training for farmers 

and extension staff. 
(iv) Demonstration of trials at farmers' 

field. 
(v) Extensive publicity through 

publication of literature and its 
distribution,  newspaper coverage, 
radio and TV talks, hoarding etc.  

(vi) Provision of financial and technical 
support to Institutions other than 
Government  agencies who are 
engaged in production and 
distribution of biofertilisers. 

(vii) Compilation and dissemination of 
country-wide information regarding 
progress  and biofertiliser research, 
development and use. 

(viii) Documentation of methodologies and 
innovative techniques with regard to 
the introduction of biofertilisers in 
Integrated Plant Nutrient System. 

 
 

Infrastructural facilities 
The project had/has its Head quarter at 

National Biofertiliser Development Centre, 
Ghaziabad and it had/has six different 
regional centres located at Bangalore 
(Karnataka), Bhubaneshwar (Orissa), Hisar 
(Haryana), Imphal (Manipur), Jabalpur 
(Madhya Pradesh) and Nagpur 
(Maharashtra) based on different agro-
climatic zones.  Besides these, 60 BGA 
sub-centres were also set up under this 
project.  During the last two years of 6th 
Five Year Plan (1983-84, 1984-85), the 
scheme was initiated as Central Sector 
Scheme with total outlay of Rs.2.82 crore.  
During this period, 40 BGA sub-centres 
were established and 100 tonnes of BGA 
was produced. 
 

During the Seventh Plan (1985-1990), 
another 20 BGA sub-centres were set up 
and 150 tonne of BGA was produced.  A 
National Biofertiliser Development Centre 
at Ghaziabad and 4 Regional centres at 
Bangalore, Bhubaneshwar, Jabalpur and 
Hisar were established during this period.  
At this time, the production of biofertiliser 
in the country was to the extent of 1000 
metric tonne.  For boosting up quality 
production of biofertiliser, the pilot 
production of Rhizobium under the project 
was initiated in 1990.  During 1990-91, 
two other regional centres located at 
Imphal and Nagpur became functional. 
 

Being a new establishment, most of the 
period during 6th and 7th five year plan was 
utilized in identifying location, 
arrangement of office, laboratory 
accommodation, selection of staff, 
purchase of equipments, chemicals, 
glasswares & raw materials.  The actual 
function was started during 1990-91. 
During 8th and 9th five year plan, some 
other BGA sub-centres were established 
mainly in North Eastern areas.  During VI 



  

Plan, the expenditure was only 23.60 lakh.  
Afterwards expenditure was as under:- 
 
VII Plan  = 4.89 crore 
VIII Plan  = 11.57 crore 
IX Plan  = 16.56 crore 

2002-03  = 2.33 crore 
2003-04  = 1.99 crore 
2004-05  = 1.52 crore 
(up to Sept.,04) 

 
A review of progress in terms of 

production, training, field demonstration, 
quality testing, strain development, 
publication etc. clearly indicates that the 
project acquired sufficient momentum and 
diversity in its stride for achievement.  The 
component wise activities may be briefed 
as under:- 
 
 

1 Production, Distribution of 
biofertiliser and realization against 
sale: - The project started production of 
biofertiliser in 1989-90 and continued 
upto 2003-04.  During 14 years, there 
was production of 135 lakh packets 
roughly (Table-1) and revenue realization 
against this sale was Rs.5.5 crore.  
However, DAC decided during 2000-01 
that NBDC/RBDCs will not continue 
production of biofertilisers. 

 
2 Strain Development - The National and 

Regional Centres, based on their 
diversive agro climatic situation, isolated 
several strains of Rhizobium, Azotobacter, 
Azospirillum and P-solubilisers apart 
from compost accelerating cellulose 
decomposers.  The number of strains 
developed by the project are nearly 144.  
A catalogue of strains developed has 
been published by NBDC in 2000-01. 

 
Table - 1 

Biofertiliser Production and Marketing under National Project  on  
Development & use of Biofertiliser 

 
Year Production (no. of pkts.) Marketing (No. of pkts.) 

1989-90 28904 4701 
1990-91 418257 280392 
1991-92 523330 425365 
1992-93 573810 623340 
1993-94 792483 866828 
1994-95 1503361 1548337 
1995-96 1770515 1548337 
1996-97 2299116 227641.9 
1997-98 1779882 1764944 
1998-99 1549623 1535749 
1999-00 1315597 1393368 
2000-01 566433 566498 
2001-02 309295 308055 
2002-03 66501 71685 
2003-04 0 0 
TOTAL 13497107 

= 134.9 Lakh pkts. 
1343030 

= 134.3 lakh pkts. 
* each of 200g 



  

 3 Quality testing and formulation of 
specification - Quality testing of 
biofertiliser was a routine function of the 
project.  During the period of 1989-90 to 
2003-04, the number of sample tested 
were 13,606 (Table-2).  Out of all 
samples tested, the quantity of 
substandard sample was nearly 10 
percent.  As regards quality control, 
NBDC in collaboration with BIS has 
prepared specification of biofertilisers as 
under:- 

 
Rhizobium   (IS:8268:2001) 
Azotobacter              (IS:9138:2002) 
Azospirillum                (IS:14806:2000) 
Phosphate-Solubiliser  (IS:14807:2000) 
 
 4 Organisation of Training - One of the 

objectives of the project was to impart 
training on use and development of 
biofertiliser.  Since 1989-90 to 2003-04, 
the project organized 827 trainings 
(Orientation Course, Training for 
Extension Officers etc.)(Table-3). More 
than 13232 participants have been 
benefited by these trainings. 

 
5 Organisation of field demonstrations 
-  “Seeing is believing” is the aim of the 
field demonstration to convince farmers.  
In order to promote use of biofertiliser 
across the country, the project organized 
2336 field demonstrations on different 
crops (Table-4) and it benefited 116800 
farmers.  One Study (Motsara & Bisoyi, 
2002) indicates that the use of 
biofertiliser can increase the yield to the 
extent of 11 to 16.7 percent, on an 
average.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Table - 2 

Quality Testing of different samples 
under National Project on Development 

& use of Biofertiliser 
Year No. of sample tested 

1989-90 0 
1990-91 404 
1991-92 280 
1992-93 464 
1993-94 1117 
1994-95 3301 
1995-96 1570 
1996-97 875 
1997-98 707 
1998-99 1028 
1999-00 987 
2000-01 576 
2001-02 363 
2002-03 720 
2003-04 1214 
TOTAL 13606 

 
Table 3 

Training Organised 
under National Project on Development 

& use of Biofertiliser 
Year No. of Training  

1989-90 16 
1990-91 16 
1991-92 16 
1992-93 27 
1993-94 47 
1994-95 68 
1995-96 68 
1996-97 133 
1997-98 80 
1998-99 84 
1999-00 88 
2000-01 73 
2001-02 15 
2002-03 62 
2003-04 57 
TOTAL 850 



  

 
Table - 3 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Quality testing work at                           Farmers' training on biofertiliser,        
     NBDC, Ghaziabad                                   RBDC, Hissar 

Demonstration of biofertiliser at RBDC Nagpur and  Jabalpur  
 

Fermenter developed at RBDC, 
Bhubaneshwar, Imphal and Nagpur 



  

Table - 4 
Farmers’ Fair/Field demonstration 

organized on use of Biofertiliser 
Year No. of FF/FDs  

1989-90 10 
1990-91 20 
1991-92 16 
1992-93 33 
1993-94 60 
1994-95 68 
1995-96 70 
1996-97 432 
1997-98 617 
1998-99 273 
1999-00 232 
2000-01 200 
2001-02 67 
2002-03 203 
2003-04 66 
TOTAL 2368 

 
6   R & D on biofertiliser and transfer of 
technology - The National Biofertiliser 
Project since 1990 made good contribution 
on R & D on biofertiliser.  It includes 
Development of fermentor (NBDC, 
Ghaziabad & RBDC, Bhubaneshwar), 
Liquid biofertiliser (RBDC, Bhubaneshwar, 
Bangalore, Nagpur), identification of peat 
in Manipur (RBDC, Imphal), potash 
biofertiliser (RBDC, Bhubaneshwar & 
Bangalore), carrier evaluation (RBDC, 
Hisar and Imphal), Acetobacter 
Development (RBDC, Nagpur, Imphal), 
cost effective strain composition (RBDC, 
Nagpur & Jabalpur), Development of 
temperature tolerant strain (RBDC, 
Nagpur), shelf life (RBDC, Bhubaneshwar, 
Hisar), Serological work (RBDC, 
Bhubaneshwar, NBDC, Ghaziabad), 
Antibiotic marking of strains (RBDC, 
Nagpur & Hisar) etc.  The quality of 
Biofertiliser depends on appropriate 
technology.  During 15-years activity on 
biofertiliser, the project undertook 
technology transfer as per the requirement 

of research organization and 
manufacturing units.  
 

7 Financial Assistance to biofertiliser 
production units - The current status of 
biofertiliser production units in the 
country may be around 10,000 MT,  but 
under National Biofertiliser Project, the 
capacity of 18000 Metric tonne 
production has been made.  Since 1989-
90 to 2003-04, 73 biofertiliser production 
units have been financially benefited. 

 
8 Publication - NBDC is publishing its 

biannual publication “Biofertiliser 
Newsletter” since 1993.  It has got wide 
publicity from all sectors including 
universities, research Institutes, State 
Govt., NGOs, farmers, entrepreneurs & 
policy makers.  The latest volume in this 
regard is Vol. 13, No.1, in July 2005.  
Apart from publishing Biofertiliser 
Newsletter, this project also published 
books on technology, marketing, 
extension, field demonstration and other 
related technology.  The publication of 
Millennium Biofertiliser guide by NBDC, 
Ghaziabad & RBDC, Bhubaneshwar is 
worth mentioning.  

 
9. Documentation & e-governance - 

NBDC has developed its web portal at 
the URL http://dacnet.nic.in with the 
help of NIC.  This web portal is linked 
with the web-pages/portals of all the six 
RBDCs.   

 
The web portal contains all the relevant 
information about activities of the 
centres alongwith achievements.  
Important publications of the 
NBDC/RBDCs (Now NCOF/RCOF’s) 
are available on line.  FAQs on 
biofertilisers are also included to satisfy 
any query of visitors to this portal.  

 
 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10. Setting up of Mission Mode Project 

on biofertiliser - The National Project 
on Development and Use of Biofertiliser 
was initiated in 1983 and became 
functional in 1988 with the establishment 
of different centres.  Looking to the 
potentiality of the project, a twin 
scheme,” National Project and 
Technology Mission on Biofertilisers” 
started during 1993-94.  The objective of 
both the scheme was same but extent of 
activities increased for larger promotion 
of biofertiliser in the country.  
Afterwards (1994-95), both the schemes 
were merged. 

 
11.  Attachment with UNDP Project on 

biofertiliser - Looking to the potentiality 
of biofertiliser use in India, UNDP also 
sanctioned a project  at a cost of $ 
7,72,000 for the development of 
biofertilisers during 1990.  Under the 
support of this project, the following 
progress was made: 
(i) Receipt of sophisticated instruments. 
(ii) visit and work of 4-International 

consultants & one National 
consultant. 

(iii)Study tour & Training of 
DAC/NBDC/RBDC officials. 
 
Under this Project, Staff of 

NBDC/RBDCs & DAC including some 
manufacturing units got international 

training on biofertiliser at Thailand in 
September-October, 1992 and July-
August, 1993 in two batches.  Some 
senior officers went on study tour to 
USA, Australia, Thailand, Philippines, 
UK & France.   Some International 
Consultants like J.M. Day (UK), P. 
Beunard (France), J.A. Thompson 
(Australia) visited India to provide 
guidance on biofertiliser production. 

 
12.  Organisation of National/Regional 

Seminar on Biofertiliser - The Regional 
Centre, Imphal first successfully 
conducted a Seminar on biofertiliser 
during 1999. Afterwards, several 
seminars have been organized by 
NBDC/RBDCs.  NBDC organized 
National Seminar on Quality Control of 
Biofertiliser during January 14-15, 2004.  
RBDC, Bangalore organized symposium 
on current status of Biofertiliser 
Technology & its promotion in Southern 
India on December 26 & 27, 2000.  
RBDC, Nagpur organized a National 
Conference-cum-Workshop on "Up-
gradation of production technology" 
during 4-5th April, 2005. 

 
In fact, the Government put forth its 

vigorous and innovative efforts to bring 
about all round improvement in this 
project and more than cent percent target 
were achieved due to sincere and hard 



  

work rendered by NBDC/RBDCs staff.  
For publicity of biofertiliser, extensive 
efforts were made on farmers field since 
it was felt that no government 
programme can dig roots in the local soil 
until the community it proposes to serve, 
accept it as its own programme.   

 
National project on organic farming 
Background 

Under the chairmanship of Dr. M. S. 
Swaminathan, the Planning  Commission 
constituted a Steering group on Agriculture 
(2000). The Steering group identified 
organic farming as National challenge and 
suggested to be taken in the form of a 
Project as major thrust area for X-Plan.  
The group recommended:- 
 

�  Promotion of Organic Farming in NE 
Region, rainfed areas and in the areas 
where the consumption of 
agrochemicals is low or negligible. 

�  Formulation of Project on Organic 
Farming to provide support to 
producers through technology, 
technical advice and inputs. 

�  Identification of organic zones for 
various crops. 

�  Setting up of certification agencies 
accredited by World Organisations 
both in public and private sector for 
export of organic produce. 

 
The National Agricultural Policy 

(2000), GOI recommended promotion of 
traditional knowledge of agriculture 
relating to organic farming and its 
scientific upgradation for sustainable 
development of agriculture. 
 

In view of large potential and 
competitive advantage for giving a major 
boost for organic production, the Deptt. of 
Agriculture and Cooperation (DAC) 
constituted a Task Force on Organic 
Farming (2000) under the  chairmanship of  

Shri Kunwar Ji Bhai Jadav. The Task 
Force invited different Institutions, 
organizations, NGOs and practicing 
organic farmers from different regions of 
the country. Some of the recommendations 
of the Task Force were as below: 
 
i) The technology packages on organic 

farming as developed by farmers, 
NGOs and others may be evaluated and 
the successful technology may be 
expanded in larger areas. 

ii) Bankable model schemes on organic 
farming may be prepared and 
circulated among the States for its 
adoption and popularization. 

iii) Programmes need to be 
continued/initiated for evaluation and 
promotion of organic sources of 
nutrients through biofertilisers, 
vermicompost, press mud, coir pith 
manures, urban compost, biogas slurry 
and non-edible oil cakes etc. 

iv) The organic markets for supply and 
purchase of inputs and outputs for 
organic farming may be developed. 

v) Adequate numbers of certification 
agencies may be identified/ registered/ 
recognized. 

vi) To make urban compost plants a 
successful venture with a view to 
promote the use of urban compost, 
financial assistance on a realistic basis 
may be given so as to make this 
venture economically viable. 

vii) Farmers Training about cost-benefit 
relationship in organic farming and 
about export of organic produce may 
be organized through some designated 
institutes specialized in this area.  Such 
institutes which may include NGOs 
may be supported by the Government. 

viii) To be able to implement the 
recommendations and ensure the 
sustained promotion of organic farming 
in the country and to be able to 



  

implement a National programme of 
public interest on this subject, it is 
proposed that a Mission Mode Project 
on Organic Farming may be initiated 
by Department of Agriculture & 
Cooperation. 

 
New Central Sector Scheme on Organic 
Farming and its objective:- 

As per suggestions of National 
Steering Committee on Planning 
Commission and recommendations made 
by the Task Force on Organic Farming, 
DAC launched a new Central Sector 
Scheme, “National Project on Organic 
Farming” which has been approved by 
Planning Commission during the X Plan 
on pilot basis with an outlay of Rs.57.05 
crore.  The project is operational since 1st 
October, 2004.  The objective of the 
project is as follows:- 

 
i) To facilitate, encourage and promote 

development of organic agriculture in 
the country. 

ii) To prepare inventory of organic 
resources available for recycling in 
agriculture in different agro climatic 
regions. 

iii) To encourage production of organic 
sources of nutrients like biofertilisers, 
organic manures, compost etc. and 
biopesticides, biocontrol agents etc. as 
certified inputs of organic farming. 

iv) To act as nodal agency for formulation 
of standards and mechanism of 
accreditation, inspection, regulation, 
quality control and monitoring. 

v) To initiate and encourage research for 
promotion of organic agriculture 
practices and the dissemination of 
know-how through extension. 

vi) To coordinate and liaise with 
Ministries, Department of Government 
and Government agencies, private 
sector, farming communities, NGOs, 

international agencies and 
organizations involved in organic 
farming and marketing as a central 
nodal agency to ensure effective 
coordination of all organic agricultural 
schemes into the NCOF. 

vii) To impart training to Accreditation and 
Certification agencies, farmers, 
industries and organizations engaged in 
the production, promotion and 
marketing of different components of 
organic farming. 

viii) To provide financial support to State 
Govts., organizations, NGOs etc. for 
production and promotion of organic 
inputs and market development of 
organic produce. 

ix) To compile information on status of 
organic farming in the country, identify 
crops and areas and assess market for 
demand and supply of organic produce 

 
As the National Biofertiliser 

Development Centre (NBDC) has 
necessary expertise, equipments and 
experience in handling biotech components 
of organic farming, the existing 
infrastructure of NBDC, Ghaziabad and its 
6 Regional Biofertiliser Development 
Centres (RBDCs) located at Hisar, 
Jabalpur, Bangalore, Nagpur, 
Bhubaneshwar and Imphal were subsumed 
into the new scheme “National Project of 
Organic Farming” (NPOF) and renamed 
“National Centre of Organic Farming” 
(NCOF) & Regional Centres of Organic 
Farming (RCOFs) respectively to provide 
necessary infrastructure and manpower 
support for undertaking the task assigned 
to it in a scientific and cost effective 
manner.  The project has 9.5 acre land at 
Ghaziabad where the NCOF building will 
be constructed.  The proverb is really 
unique- 

 
What the caterpillar calls the end of the world, 

The master calls a butterfly. 



  

.         Present working place of National Centre of Organic Farming, Ghaziabad 

First orientation course on organic Farming under the Chairmanship of 
Sh. Satish Chander, Joint Secretary (INM) 



  

Components of the Project: 
The components of the National 

Project of Organic Farming are as below:- 
 
1. Construction of building for 

NCOF/RCOFs 
2. Capacity Building for promotion of 

organic farming through service 
providers. 

3. Financial assistance for setting up of 
production units of 
·  Fruit/vegetable compost units; 
·  Biofertilisers units; 
·  Vermi-culture hatcheries 

 

4. Training programmes for:- 
·  Certification and Inspection 

Agencies/Service Providers. 
·  Organic input production and 

quality control; 
·  Extension officers/ Field 

functionaries. 
·  Farmers Training on Organic 

Farming. 
·  Trainers Training & International 

cooperation. 
 

5. Field demonstrations 
·  On organic inputs including 

vermicompost/city compost. 
·  Setting up of model organic farms. 
·  Utilisation of enriched biogas 

slurry. 
 

6. Market Development and promotion 
·  Development of technical packages; 

its dissemination and market 
development. 

·  Development of new initiatives; 
·  Dissemination of proven 

technology; 
·  Creating National Awareness 

through International/ National/ 
Regional Seminars / exhibitions etc. 
and publicity through print and 
electronic media. 

 

a) Capacity Building through Service 
Provider:  - In order to minimize the cost 
of certification of organic produce, it is 
advocated to encourage group certification 
system for which there is need to identify 
adequate number of service providers who 
will provide service to organic farmers for 
maintenance of internal control system, 
technology transfer, link between 
certifying agency and farmers and market 
access etc. 
 

For capacity building through service 
providers, there is provision of fund of 
Rs.9.0 crores to appoint 300 service 
providers during X Plan period under 
NPOF.  A service provider may serve 
about 1500 farmers in clusters of villages 
depending upon their concentration for the 
entire conversion period of 3 years.  Grant 
in aid of Rs.3.0 lakhs/service provider/year 
shall be provided by the Govt. for 
providing services to 1500 farmers @ 
Rs.200/year/farmer.  The service providers 
may be state Govt. agencies, ICAR, SAUs, 
KVKs, NGOs, private agencies etc. 
 
b) Support to Commercial Production 
Units 
 
i) Fruits and Vegetable Waste Compost 
Production Units: - Compost is to be 
produced from biodegradable waste of 
fruits/vegetable mandis by establishing 35 
commercial production units by 
NGOs/Private entrepreneurs during X Plan.  
GOI grant (Rs 40.0 lakh/unit) shall be 
released through NABARD/NCDC as 
credit linked and back ended subsidy 
scheme @ 25% of total cost (Rs 160.0 lakh  
approx.). 
 
 
 
 



  

 

 
Utilisation of fruit/vegetable waste for compost preparation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Commercial production of biofertiliser 
 
(ii) Setting up of  Biofertiliser  Units : - 
30 Biofertiliser Production Units with a 
capacity of 150 MT/year are to be set 
through NGOs/Private entrepreneurs etc.  
The GOI subsidy (Rs.20 lakh /unit) will be 
released through NABARD/NCDC as 
credit linked and back ended subsidy 
release pattern @ 25% of the project cost 
(Rs.80.00 lakh approx.). 
 
 

 

 
iii) Setting up of Hatcheries for 
Vermiculture - To facilitate adequate 
availability of earthworms of effective 
strains for large scale production of vermi 
composting at farmers’ fields, 200 vermi 
culture hatcheries are proposed to be set up.  
The GOI subsidy (Rs.1.5 lakh/unit) will be 
released through NABARD/NCDC as 
credit linked and back ended subsidy 
release pattern @ 25%  of the project cost 
(Rs.6.0 lakh approx.). 

 



  

 
Setting up of vermiculture hatchery units 

  
 
 
 
Training Programme & field 
demonstration - As creating awareness on 
organic farming is very important, various 
training programmes and field 

demonstration have been kept as 
components.  Details of different extension 
programmes and their total target are being 
enumerated in Table 5. 

 
 

Training course for service providers/Certification/Inspection  at NCOF, Ghaziabad 
 



  

Table 5. Training activity proposed to be taken up under NPOF during Xth  plan period 
Sr. 
No. 

Name of the Training/Field 
Demonstration 

Target Duration 
(Days/each) 

Fund 
Provision 
(Rs./each) 

Eligible Agencies 

1. Training of Certification & 
Inspection agencies/ service provider 

40 10 51000/- NCOF/ Reputed 
agencies 

2. Training on Organic Input 
production and Quality Control 

80 10 51000/- NCOF/RCOF/ICAR
/KVKs/ NGOs 

3. Training of Field 
functionaries/Extension Officers on 
Organic Farming 

40 05 39000/- -do- 

4. Training of Farmers 240 02 13000/- State Govt./ 
SAUs/KVKs/NGOs 

5. Field demonstration on organic input 
& farmers fair 

3200 -- 10000/- NCOF/RCOF/ State 
Govt./ KVKs/ 
SAUs/ NGO/ 
Service Providers 

6. Field demonstration on enriched 
biogas slurry 

600 -- 16000/- ICAR/KVKs/ 
SAUs/NGO/ 
KVIC/NCDC 

7. Setting up of Model Organic Farms   4.0 lakh Central/State 
Govt./SAUs/ KVICs 

 
Apart from above programmes, other 

components of the project include 
Development of Technology packages, 
Market Development, Development of 
new initiative, Dissemination of proven 
technology, conference & publicity etc. 
 
Area Approach & crop identification  
 

For promotion of organic farming, 
identification of potential areas and crops 
is crucial.  The Govt. strategy to promote 
organic farming for the crops having 
market (export) potential like fruits, spices, 
oilseeds, pulses, vegetables, wheat, cotton, 
basmati rice etc.  As far as potential areas 
are concerned, three priority zones have 
been identified. 
 
 
 

Category I:  
The top priority areas for promotion of 

organic farming are the rainfed areas 
where fertilizer and agro chemical 
consumption is already very low. 

 
Category II:  

The category II areas are primarily 
under rainfed farming with little irrigation 
support. 

 
Category III: 

The last priority areas are those with 
moderate to heavy use of fertilizers and 
pesticides, mostly multiple cropped area. 
 

The list of districts having fertilizer 
consumption below 25 kg/ha is given 
below: in Table 6.  
 



  

Table 6. List of Districts having per ha. (Lass than 25 kg/ha) consumption under the 
State (where the consumption lower than the National average) 

 
State level Fertiliser Consumption 

(kg/ha) 
District level Fertiliser 

Consumption 
National level Fert. 

Consumption (kg/ha) 

State Consumption District & Consumption 
            89.8                            Assam                    46.60 Lakhimpur (10.1), Dhimaji (2.3), 

Sibsagar (9.2), Sonitpur (19.4), 
Golaghat (20.0), Hailakandi (26.1), 
K. Anglang (4.1), NC Hills (1.2) 
Shivhar (2.4)                                       Bihar & Jharkhand         80-50 
Madhubani (22.1), Banka (14.4), 
Kisanganj (16.2) 

                                                Orissa                    41.41 
 

Bolangir (21.1), Kendrapara (25.8), 
Dhenkanal (18.7), Angul (22.8), 
Nawapara (21.5), Keonjhar (23.9) 
Koraput (19.2), Malkangiri (17.8) 
Phulbani (3.7), Sundargarh (19.0) 

Northern Region 
                                     Jammu & Kashmir           71.39 Udhampur (23.1), Kathua (19.3), 

Doda (16.0), Rajouri (21.8),  
Leh (17.8), Kargil (17.3) 

                                     Himachal Pradesh            49.38 Chamba (17.6), Kinnaur (19.8) 

Southern Region 
                                           Karnataka                    74.88 Bidar (21.0), Gadag (20.9) 

                                              Kerala                       63.57 Kasargod (22.1) 
Western Region 
                                     Madhya Pradesh              55.04 Mandala (19.4), Dindhori (3.1) 

Seoni (21.3), Damoh (25.1), 
Sidhi (17.3), Shahdol (12.2), 
Umaria (18.2), Jhabua (15.2), 
Guna (24.2) 

                                           Chhattisgarh               46.46 Korba (12.3), Jashpur Nagar (10.1), 
Sarguja (22.8), Korea (11.2), 
Jagdalpur (8.0), Dantewada (1.3) 

                                           Maharashtra                65.65 Osmanabad (14.3) 
                                             Rajasthan                  40.49 Ajmer (18.0), Sikar (21.7), 

Jhunjhunu (17.7), Bikaner (13.3), 
Churu (1.8), Jodhpur (15.4), 
Jaisalmer (7.7), Jalore (18.9), 
Barmer (3.5), Nagaur (17.9), 
Pali (23.5), Jodhpur Division (14.3) 

 
District of North Eastern Zone have not 

been included here.  The consumption of 
fertiliser in respect of Tripura, Meghalaya, 
Nagaland, Sikkim are 29.37, 17.04, 2.17, 
2.78, 0.00 and 3.49 kg/ha respectively. 
Many districts (Almora, Bageshwear, 
Chamoli, Pauri Garhwal, Tehri Garhwal) 
in Uttaranchal also consume fertiliser less 

than 25 kg/ha. (in between 2.08 to 8.36 
kg/ha)  

 
Apart from promoting organic farming 

in low consumption area, rainfed area, 
dryland hill area ,etc, some efforts  are also 
being made in high intensive cropping area 
like Punjab, Haryana etc for organic 



  

farming.  But it requires sufficient study to 
assess its acceptability in these areas. 
 
Activities made under new project: 
During 2004-05 (October’04 to March’05) 
several activities have been initiated.   
These are: 
i) Training : NCOF/RCOFs conducted 2 

courses on Certification/Inspection, 4 
courses on production and Quality 
Control, 4 courses on field 
functionaries,  7 courses on 
Farmers Training.  384 participants 
have been  benefited. Besides,  20 
courses made by other agencies. 

ii)  Demonstration:-NCOF/RCOF 
organized 35 demonstrations on 
organic inputs,  29 on biogas slurry 
with 18 crops in 9 States. Other 
agencies were also entrusted the task to 
organise 135 demonstrations on 
organic inputs & 16 demonstrations on 
use of biogas slurry.  

iii)  Quality Testing: Tested 1842 samples 
of different biofertilisers and 233 
samples of organic manure, out of 
which 362 samples (19.6%) of 
biofertilisers  were found 
substandard. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            
Training at RCOF, Nagpur 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           Field Demonstration at RCOF, Bangalore 
 



  

(iv) Financial Assistance:  During 2004-05 
(October to March 05) financial 
assistance of Rs. 3.5 crore roughly 
have been provided to different 
Government/  Non Government 
agencies on organic farming. 

 
(v)Organisation of Seminar/Conference:  

Under the new project, number of 
National/ Regional Seminar/ 
Conference/ Workshop were organized 
at Ghaziabad,  Bangalore, 
Bhubaneshwar, Nagpur, Jaipur & 
Coimbatore for creating awareness and 
formulating policy on organic farming. 

 The expenditure made during 
October’04 to March’05 for the new 
project was approximately Rs.4.5 crore 
roughly. 

 
FAO-DAC Project on Organic Farming 
Looking to the importance of generating 
database, the Ministry of Agriculture has 
taken up the Technical Cooperation 
Programme(TCP) of FAO (TCP/IN/3003 – 
Development of Technical Capacity Base 
for the promotion of Organic Agriculture 
in India) to overcome the knowledge gap 
by quickly producing basic information 
tailored to various ecological zones of the 
country on the current state of the 
knowledge on organic crop production 
packages, input production and utilization 
and certification issues, including legal and 
institutional aspects.   

 
 

Hence, the objective of the project is to 
develop a comprehensive package of 
information and know-how to promote 
organic agriculture as a means of 
enhancing livelihood option for small and 
marginal farmers.   
 
The expected output of the project is as 
under:- 
i) Preparation and dissemination of 

organic production package. 
ii) Preparation & dissemination of 

material on the production of organic 
inputs, both at the farmer level and on 
commercial basis. 

iii) Preparation and dissemination of 
material on the costs and benefits of 
various organic certification options. 

iv) Promotional aspects of organic 
agriculture, both at production and 
marketing level. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Under this project a website has also 
been opened jointly by FAO and NCOF.  
Recently FAO-NCOF workshop was 
organized on 18th & 19th July 2005 at 
Ghaziabad. 
 
Epilogue: 

Currently the organic area in the world 
is 24 million ha. The organic area in India 

Participants in First Workshop under FAO-DAC 
TCP programme. The programme was 

inaugurated by Dr. Daniel Gustafson, FAO, 
representative, India 

Sh. Satish Chander, Joint Secretary (INM) 
addressing first workshop under FAO-DAC TCP 

Programme 



  

is 3 million ha roughly including forest 
areas of different states.  The organic area 
for agricultural crops only is not more than 
0.8 lakh ha.  The final figure is yet to be 
received from certifying agencies.  The 
movement as initiated by organic farmers 
in the country needs to be encouraged 
thoroughly.  Simultaneously, the anxiety 
expressed by different sections on the 
impact of Organic Farming towards food 
security should not be ignored. This issue 
is sensitive & it needs to be addressed 
carefully.  As maximum responsibility is 
lying with National Project of Organic 
Farming (NPOF), it is our essential duty to 
render our best service for meeting this 
challenge. The Government of India with 
its scheme on organic farming will act as 
facilitator for providing assistance in all 
respect. Our future line of action includes 
the activities like- 
 
�  Preparation of proper domestic 

standard & regulatory mechanisms. 
�  Development of effective regulatory 

provision for accreditation and 

certification for domestic certifying 
agencies. 

�  Preparation of regulatory standard of 
different organic inputs including city 
refuse, vermicompost, pressmud, 
neemcake, biofertiliser etc. 

�  Availability of testing facilities of 
different heavy metal content. 

�  Development of domestic market for 
organic farming. 

�  Development of organic package of 
practice for all crops. 

�  Creation of awareness etc. 
Infact, this is the beginning of the new 

era.  We have to maintain our zeal to 
develop better soil for growing better food 
in the interest of mankind. Before 
concluding, I would like to quote few lines 
from the poem of my favorite poet Robert 
Frost- 

 
“But I have promise to keep 

And miles to go before I sleep". 
 

The staff of NCOF and RCOF’s are 
confident that this national scheme will be 
successful en tout. 

 
 

OBJECTIVES OF EXPERT PANEL ON ORGANIC FARMING 
 

a. To evaluate the yield of organic farming,  
b. To review the current status of organic farming in India and abroad including its role on food 

security and food quality. 
c. To select specific crop(s) and identify area(s) suitable for promoting  organic farming in India. 
d. To examine the issue of low production risk due to organic farming and if so, how the risk can be 

covered. 
e. To suggest the road map as to how limited availability of organic inputs like manure, biofertiliser 

etc. may be increased. 
f. To review whether the use of organic nutrients as allowed for organic farming is self-sufficient to 

meet the nutritional demand of plant against the production target of 320 million tonnes by 2011-
12. 

g. To review whether use of bio-pesticide and bio-control agent as permitted under organic farming is 
self-sufficient to protect plants from hazard of insects and pathogens including the role of GM 
crop. 

h. viii) To examine how the domestic market of organic farming could be developed. 
i. To review organic certification system as currently existing in India and suggest how certification 

cost can be reduced. 
 



  

MAHARASHTRA ORGANIC 
REVOLUTION 

 
 

Dr. Sudhir Goyal 
Commissioner of Agriculture 

Government of Maharashtra, Pune 
 
 

Maharashtra Government has taken 
up the promotion of organic farming 
since the year 2003, after the 
recommendations of a high level 
committee, headed by Dr. M.S. 
Swaminathan, which prepared a draft 
plan for the next 25 years. In the draft 
proposals specific recommendations 
were made for making the agriculture 
more profitable, sustainable and future 
friendly. Organic farming was one of the 
various options suggested.  
 

Organic farming is not new to the 
farmers of the state and Vidarbha Region 
of the Maharashtra has one of the largest 
organic cotton ventures in the world. 
During the last decade, agriculture in the 
state has witnessed significant 
diversification with crop shift in favour 
of cereals to oilseeds, cotton and 
horticulture. Modernization of 
agriculture through the application of 
biotechnology, organic farming and 
green house cultivation in both public 
and private sector has also contributed 
significantly to this diversification and 
has contributed to the development of 
large number of hard working innovative 
farm families. With proper synergy 
between technology and public policy, 
rapid progress has been made in 
improving productivity, stability and 
sustainability under organic system. 
 

The state Government of 
Maharashtra is implementing the scheme 

for promotion of organic farming through 
components like, organization of 
workshops, conferences, training and 
demonstrations at district, division and 
state level. It is pertinent to mention here 
that, besides the state Government there 
are several active farmer’s associations 
and NGOs involved in promoting the 
concept of organic farming. Financial 
assistance is being provided to NGOs for 
formation of farmer’s group and their 
training. Assistance is also being 
provided for publicity, use of inputs like 
green manure seeds, Biofertilizers, 
setting up of retail outlets for selling 
organic produce and for certification of 
organic farming systems etc.  

 

 
 

Vermicomposting, a way to produce 
organic manure from on-farm 
agricultural waste has become very 
popular amongst the farmers. In all the 
districts and in almost all villages of 
Maharashtra, vermicomposting can be 
seen as a popular step towards the 
increased use of organic inputs. Major 

 



  

achievements under organic farming 
scheme are given Table 1,2 and 3. 

 
However, in spite of rapid 

development, more synergy is needed 
between the stake holders and concerted 
efforts need to be brought in to promote 

organic farming all over the state. The 
combination of mass awareness creation 
with more commitment from people and 
Government and good marketing 
infrastructure are necessary to ensure that 
farmers do not loose out on the new 
revolution. 

 

Table 1. Major achievements under organic farming schemes  
Achievements {Physical (Phy.) in Nos and  

Financial (Fin.) in Rs. Lakhs} 
2003-04 2004-05 Total 

S.
No 

Component 

Phy. Fin. Phy. Fin. Phy. Fin. 
1. District workshops 34 1.70 32 1.59 66 3.29 
2. Farmers group Training 1029 52.00 1272 60.59 2301 112.59 
3. Publicity 33 8.28 32 8.10 65 16.38 
4. Financial assistance to 

NGOs for formation of 
farmers groups 

982 48.9 1058 49.30 2040 98.2 

5. Retail outlets for 
marketing of organic 
produce 

32 7.68 62 6.20 92 13.88 

6. Use of biofertilisers (in 
ha) 

95232 23.81 60920 15.49 156155 39.3 

7. Human resource 
development 

- 11.80 - 13.00 - 25.30 

8. Green manuring (ha) - - 29121 35.00 29121 35.00 
 Total - 154.17 - 189.77 - 343.94 

 

Table 2 Status of area covered under the organic farming schemes 
Achievements S.No. Components 

2003-04 2004-05 Total 
1. No. of farmers groups 987 2897 3884 
2. No of registered farmers 207,953 193,234 401,187 
3. No. of villages 4007 4510 8517 
4. Area covered under organic 

farming (ha) 
a. With grants 
b. Without grants 

 
 

186,358 
154208 

 
 

181715 
149796 

 
 

368,073 
304,004 

 

Table 3.  Status on development of vermicomposting units 
Achievements S.No. Component 

2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 Total 
1. Setting up of 

vermicompost units 
1774 7956 15342 31271 56290 

2. Setting up of 
vermiculture units 

- - 179 349 528 

 
 



  

Manipur Enters the Country's  
Organic Map 

 
Y. Mohindro Singh 

Manipur Small Farmers Agri-Business Consortium, Imphal, Manipur 
 

 
A small NGO (Non-Government 

Organization) "Manipur Small Farmers' 
Agri-Business Consortium" (MSFAC), 
supported by the Department of 
Agriculture, Manipur is spearheading the 
movement to catalyze agro-industrial 
growth in different parts of Manipur, on 
the principle of ecological sustainability, 
economic efficiency and social equity. 
Major thrust in its programmes is on the 
promotion of growth and diversification 
of agriculture and agro based industries 
to increase food production and export of 
farm produce in both primary and 
processed form. The concept of 
systematic organic farming was 
introduced in the state for the first time 
jointly by MSFAC and the then Regional 
Biofertiliser Development Centre (now 
Regional Centre of Organic Farming), 
Imphal in 2003 with the three days State 
Level Workshop-cum-Exhibition on 
"Prospects of Organic Farming in 
Manipur during June 2003, under the 
sponsorship of Ministry of Agriculture.   

 
This was followed by various training 

programmes and field demonstrations by 
the RCOF, Imphal. MSFAC also 

sponsored a month long advertisement 
campaign through AIR and local TV 
channel. As a result of intensive 
campaigning, and awareness 
programmes there are now at least five 
composite farms owned by private NGOs 
and about 570 small farmers in the five 
districts viz Thoubal, Bishenpur, Imphal 
East, Imphal West and Senapati which 
have taken up systematic organic farming. 
Manipur SFAC has also promoted a 
model contract organic farming of 23 ha 
turmeric and 75 ha ginger. The project is 
financed by the State Bank of India and 
the produce was certified by M/S SKAL 
International, Bangalore. The 
certification programme was promoted 
by Spice Board of India.  

 
The entire certified produce was 

purchased and air lifted from Imphal to 
Kolkata by M/S Organic Foods India, 
Bangalore and Aryan International, New 
Delhi for export. To meet the up-coming 
demand MSFAC has taken up contract 
farming in additional 150 ha during the 
current year, out of which 100 ha is being 
financed by SBI while 50 ha is managed 
by the growers. The organic products 
grown in Manipur have now started 
landing in different European and 
American markets through M/S Organic 
Foods India and Aryan International. To 
promote the local marketing, MSFAC 
has also started promoting the local 
vendors for marketing of organic 
products in the local market at premium 
prices. 



  

International Events 
 
Guelph Organic Conference and 
Organic Expo Canada – was organized 
during January 20-23, 2005 at University 
of Guelph, Ontario, Canada. The theme 
of the conference was "Local Organic – 
A Global Solution"  
(Source - www.guelphorganicconf.ca/ 
exhibitors2005) 
 
25th Guelph Organic Conference – 
Living Organic Next 25 years is 
scheduled for 26-29 January 2006 at 
University of Guelph, Ontario, Canada. 
(Source - www.guelphorganicconf.ca/) 
 
International Congress on Organic 
Farming, Food Quality and Human 
Health was held during January 6 - 
9 · 2005 at Newcastle, UK. The congress 
is an annual feature of "Quality Low 
Input Food" (QLIF) forum. The congress 
was a great success and attracted more 
than 600 participants from all over 
Europe. Contributions from the QLIF 
project given at the congress will be 
highlighted in their next newsletter. At 
the congress in Newcastle it was agreed 
that the next QLIF congress is to be held 
in Odense Denmark. The congress will 
take place on May 30 – 31, 2006. �

(Source-www.qlif.org/forum/conf1/first/) 
 
The 6th IFOAM-Asia Scientific 
conference and General Assembly - 
was organized by Research Institute of 
Organic Agriculture, Dankook 
University, Korea in collaboration with 
Korean Organic Farming Association, 
Yangpyung county, Korea and IFOAM-
Asia. Other associates of the conference 
were IFOAM Head Office; ARNOA 
(Asian Research Network of Organic 
Agriculture); Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry, Korea; Rural Development 

Administration, Korea; Korean 
Association of Organic Agriculture and 
Korean Advanced Farmer's Association.  
The theme of the conference was "Safe 
food and benign environment for Asian 
community" with the following 
objectives 
·  To provide a forum to all IFOAM 

members and non-members for 
exchanging and sharing information, 
knowledge and experience on organic 
agriculture  

·  To contribute promotion of organic 
production as ecologically, socially and 
economically sound and sustainable 
system to produce safe food  

·  To provide for the support to farmers in 
Asia for producing high quality and 
safe food while improving soil and 
water resources quality and to 
contribute to minimize environmental 
pollution and to enhance the 
conservation of resources.  

 
Important topics covered under the 
conference were: 
·  Country reports: organic agriculture in 

Asia  
·  Organic crop production  
·  Organic seed and indigenous 

knowledge  
·  Duck-rice farming system  
·  Organic feedstuff production and 

animal welfare  
·  Organic agriculture, rural development 

and Eco-tourism (organized by KAFA)  
·  Organic food quality and human health  
·  Environmental impact and biodiversity  
·  Organic market development  
·  Basic Standards for organic rice 

cultivation (organized by ARNOA)  
·  Harmonizing initiatives for Asian 

region  
 



  

The Research Institute for organic 
agriculture was established in April 1998 
in the University of Dankook. The 
objective of this institute is to carry out 
research and develop the scientific based 
skills in Korean Organic farming and to 
introduce the internationally recognized 
techniques and the basic ideas into 
Korean organic agriculture. The Institute 
hosts the headquarters of Asian Research 
Network of Organic Agriculture since 
November 2001. From March 2002, 
Dankook University has offered a unique 
and major course for Organic Food 
Production for undergraduates in Asia.  
 
15th IFOAM Organic World Congress 
to be held in Adelaide, South Australia, 
during 20 – 23rd September 2005. - 
With the theme of 'Shaping Sustainable 
Systems', the Conference will shape, 
through debate and discussion, the 
important role that organic systems play 
in ensuring long term sustainability. 
Through a series of plenary sessions, 
lectures, and workshops, the issue of 
'sustainability', which is at the heart of 
organic agriculture, will be revisited, 
rethought and recaptured; and with 
consideration to broader social and 
policy issues of community, gender and 
social justice. In placing the spotlight on 
the host nation, there will also be a 
particular focus on the unique Australian 
organic systems of permaculture, and 
rangeland systems management. In what 
is shaping up to be a substantial program, 
the Congress will include the 
International Scientific Conference on 
Organic Agriculture (in co-operation 
with ISOFAR) and the 8th International 
IFOAM Organic Viticulture and Wine 
conference. Accompanying events will 
include pre and post Congress tours, the 

Organic Exhibition, and International 
Organic Fair and Festival (open to the 
general public). 
 
"The 15th IFOAM Organic World 
Congress will showcase the depth and 
breadth of organic agriculture worldwide. 
It will provide a greater focus for 
Australian Organic systems, and will 
highlight the potential, and growth 
opportunities, the organic industry has 
worldwide" says Jan Denham, Congress 
Coordinator. 
 
The 15th IFOAM Organic World 
Congress will be followed by IFOAM 
General Assembly during 25-27 
September 2005, which convenes once 
every three years in conjunction with the 
IFOAM Organic World Congress. It is 
the democratic decision making forum 
for the international organic movement.  
(Source - www.ifoam.org/events/ifoam ) 
 
Some important International events 
of IFOAM scheduled for the year 2005 
 
Bio Fach America, Washington, D.C., 
USA, September 15-18, 2005 
 
Bio Fach Japan, Tokyo, Japan. 
September 21-23, 2005-06-02 
IFOAM General Assembly 
 
IFOAM General Assembly, Adelaide, 
Australia. September 25-27, 2005 
 
Bio Fach America Latina, Rio de Jenerio, 
Brazil. November 16-18, 2005-06-02 
 
Middle east Natural and Organic 
Products Expo, Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates. December 6-8, 2005. 

 
 
 



  

India Organic News 
 
The Bidkin Declaration - Organic 
agriculture holds the key for rural 
transformation and sustainable 
development in our country. Indications 
are very clear of the resurgence of 
organic agriculture, a resurgence which 
is symbolized by the effective and 
massive participation of organic farmers, 
professionals, and activists in different 
conferences/ seminars and workshop 
organized in recent times.  About 700 
participants from all over the country, in 
the 2nd National Conference on Organic 
Agriculture, organized by IIRD at 
Bidkin, Aurangabad took the following 
pledge  
 
1. We, solemnly pledge to work for the 

solidarity of the organic movement in 
favour of the marginalized 
communities and small farmers of the 
country who are upholding the 
national culture and who are 
managers of the national wealth.  

2. We uphold the right of the farmers to 
generating and propagating the seeds 
by banning genetically modified 
seeds and supporting organic seed 
production through village 
communities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. We commit ourselves to the 
promotion of farmer-based research 
in organic agriculture so that 
sustainable farming systems in our 
country are strengthened. 

4. We commit ourselves to the 
promotion of voluntary standards and 
community based certification 
processes for the strengthening of the 
local and domestic markets. 

5. We commit ourselves to strengthen 
local initiatives to create and build 
local markets through alternative 
channels and hence provide a 
sustainable and stable market option 
for farmers. 

6. We commit ourselves to encourage 
farmers to use locally available 
resources as inputs into their farms to 
stabilize the costs of production and 
hence make them economically 
viable and self-sustaining  

 
India Organic 2005… The Market 
Place for Organic People – The India 
Organic 2005, a Trade Fair, that is 
expected to be a pre-cursor to a possible 
World Trade Fair, is scheduled for 4th to 
7th November 2005 at Lalbagh, the 
famous Botanical Garden in Bangalore.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  

This trade fair is being brought by the 
collaboration between International 
Competence Centre for Organic 
Agriculture (ICCOA), the Government of 
India through Agricultural Processed 
Food Exports Development Authority 
(APEDA) and the Government of 
Karnataka. Government of Switzerland 
through the Indian Organic Market 
Development Project (IOMDP) and 
IFOAM are also collaborating in 
successful organization of the trade fair. 
Distinguishing features of India Organic 
2005, are as follows: 
·  Serious buyers from India and abroad 

will be participating 
·  Twelve seminars on extremely 

interesting and topical subjects will be 
conducted. Eminent people from the 
organic world, both from India and 
abroad will be participating. 

·  Thematic stalls and peripheral events 
including skits, entertainment 
programmes and food courts will be 
added attraction. 

·  Organizers are expecting a turn out of 
about 45,000 organic consumers. 

·  The visit to the fair by all stakeholders 
of organic agriculture will ensure that 
each of the categories of stall-holders 
will benefit from their patronage. 

 
For further details and for 

participation please contact Mr. Manoj 
Kumar Menon, Manager (Market 
Development), ICCOA, 951C, 5th Cross, 
8th Main Ideal Homes Township, 
Rajarajeshwari Nagar, Bangalore –560 
098, Tel. 080-57682830, Telefax 080-
28601183, Email 
manoj.menon@iccoa.org, 
info@iccoa.org 
 
KRISHI-2005 – Indian Agricultural 
Trade Fair – Krishi-2005, approved by 
India Trade Promotion Organization, 
Government of India and being 

organized by MEDIA Exhibitors is 
scheduled for 1st to 5th December 2005 at 
Dongre Vasatigraha, Nashik, 
Maharashtra, India. The fair is supported 
by Ministry of Agriculture, Government 
of Maharashtra, Maharashtra Grape 
Growers Association, Pune and 
Maharashtra Bio-control manufacturing 
Association. Green Theme, Medicinal 
Plants, Organic Farming, Wine Park, 
Pushpotsava, Farm Equipment and Dairy 
Fair will be the main attractions. 
 

Keeping in mind the challenges 
facing Indian Farmers, Seminars and 
Symposium will be arranged on Grapes, 
Contract Farming, Challenges in 
Agriculture, Floriculture, Agriculture 
finance, Organic Farming, Biotechnology, 
Indian dairy industry, Opportunities in 
winery, sugarcane, onion, medicinal 
plantation and alternate source of energy. 
For further details please contact MEDIA 
Exhibitors, 2/4 2nd Floor, Wing No. 4, 
Stadium Complex, M.G. Road, Nashik – 
422 001, Maharashtra, India. Phone 
0253-2571069, 2579456 Telefax 0253-
2571069, Email 
info@mediaexhibitors.com.  
 
Organic Farming in Punjab - 
According to The Managing Director, 
PAIC, the Punjab government has taken 
up organic farming initiative as a part of 
the ‘crop diversification programme’. 
Till January 2005, about 1,086 farmers 
with about 5,600 acres have registered 
for organic farming of various crops. The 
area is expected to increase to 
approximately 7,000 acres by the end of 
the current Rabi season. PAIC, has taken 
about 600 acres government farm land on 
lease in the Ropar district, for setting up 
a demonstration, production and training 
centre for organic farming. The crops 
likely to be showcased at the centre 
include basmati rice, cotton, linseed, 



  

sesame and wheat. The incentives for the 
registered farmers, who plan to grow 
crops organically, include free-of-cost 
consultancy and a 100% subsidy on 
certification of produce by 
internationally accredited agencies — 
both provided by Punjab Agri-Export 
Corporation, a sister concern of PAIC.  
(Source – India Brand Equity Foundation 
News, Economic Times, January 3, 2005) 
 

West Bengal village pledges 
allegiance to organic farming - Bigha, a 
tiny village in Monteswar block, 
Bardhaman district, is the first in West 
Bengal to have achieved a pesticide-free 
aman (kharif) crop. The village is now 
targeting a pesticide-free boro (rabi) 
harvest as well. Farmers in Bigha were 
taught (by a local NGO) to raise their 
beds four to six inches in height, with a 
breadth of four to four-and-a-half inches 
to match, so that canals could run in 
between, for maximum drainage. They 
were encouraged to mix as many crops as 
they could, in keeping with the season. 
As a rule, only local varieties were 
planted with herbs like coriander (dhania) 
and fenugreek (methi) lining vegetable 
patches. Every farm sported eight to ten 
crop varieties of the same family, 
encouraging pollination and mutually 
benefiting each crop. Mulching of the 
soil between crops was emphasised, to 
discourage the growth of weeds. The soil 
was covered with straw and dry leaves to 
insulate it from light and heat. This not 
only helped conserve water, by slowing 
evaporation, it also encouraged 
earthworms and micro-organisms to 
move up to the surface and work on 
improving the soil. Neem seed kernels, 
sprayed at regular intervals, served to 
keep pests away. (Source - InfoChange 
News & Features, February 2005) 

After eco-tourism, now it’s organic 
holidays – In Kutch area of Gujrat a few 
organic farming families have taken up a 
novel idea of Organic Holidays. These 
families are associated with the World 
Wide Opportunity on Organic Farms 
(WWOOF), a UK-based organisation 
that discourages use of chemicals in 
agriculture and provides first-hand 
opportunities to understand and 
experience the science behind the 
agriculture. The members of the 
organisation - or WWOOFers - work on 
farms owned by organic farmers. Urban 
stress and an interest in organic farming 
are driving European and American 
families to live among Indian organic 
farmers. Over the past year, 19 families 
from abroad spent a fortnight in Rayan 
village in Mandvi Taluka to escape their 
urban lifestyles. From learning how to 
sow seeds, irrigate fields, spread manure 
and even crush medicinal herbs to make 
natural pesticides, the families had a field 
day. A commitment to organic farming is, 
of course, the starting point.  
(Source – The Indian Express, January 
17, 2005) 
 
Organic Tea in India – Cultivation of 
Organic Tea started in India in some tea 
estates near Darjeeling during 1986 and 
gradually spread to the tea areas of 
Assam and South India. Growth in the 
production of organic tea from 1990 to 
2000 has been 20 fold. The production of 
organic/organic in conversion tea was 
1,50,000 kg in 1990 and it increased to 
21,50,000 kg in 2000. Total area under 
Darjeeling organic tea is approximately 
4,000ha. 
(Source – Darjeeling Tea Research and 
Development Centre) 

 
 



  

Conferences/ Seminars/ Workshops 
 

National Planning Workshop under 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
and Agriculture Organization’s 
Technical Cooperation Programme - A 
two days National Planning Workshop 
was organized at National Centre of 
Organic Farming (NCOF), Ghaziabad, 
under Ministry of Agriculture (MoA), 
Government of India and the Food and 
Agricultural Organization (FAO) of the 
United Nations Technical Cooperation 
Programme (TCP) on Organic 
Agriculture, during 18-19 July 2005. The 
workshop was attended by 22 
participants representing MoA, NCOF, 
key NGOs from the five partner States 
and the FAO. Main objective of TCP is 
to assist in overcoming the knowledge 
gap on how to go about producing and 
marketing organic products locally, by 
quickly producing basic information, 
tailored to various ecological zones of 
the country, on the current state of 
knowledge on organic crop production 
packages, input production and 
utilization and certification issues, 
including legal and institutional aspects. 
Although, widely tested and accurate 
scientific recommendations on organic 
practices will come from the research 
system in the days to come, but the 
project is designed to jump start this 
process by compiling and disseminating 
currently available, best practices and 
guidelines from those who have the wide 
experience in the country, for immediate 
use.  

As a start to the TCP programme, a 
survey questionnaire has been 
administered to the ICAR, MoA 
institutions and agricultural universities 
to solicit information on their current 
work in organic agriculture. Together 

with this, in association with Organic 
Farming Association of India (OFAI) and 
others, information from experienced 
individual farmers is being compiled. 
This information will be available in a 
database on the website www.fao.org.in. 
In addition, other appropriate means for 
wider dissemination of this information 
are under planning.  
 

As an outcome of this workshop, 
guidelines for the preparation of 
packages of practices for four important 
crops in each of the participating states 
have been agreed upon and activities 
under the inputs and domestic 
certification etc. have been chalked out.  
(Ajay Rastogi, FAO, New Delhi) 

National Seminar on National Policy 
on Promoting Organic Farming – To 
concretize the expert opinion on National 
Policy Framework under Ministry of 
Agriculture, Government of India a 
National Seminar on “National Policy on 
Promoting Organic Farming” was 
organized by the National Centre of 
Organic Farming, Ghaziabad during 10th 
- 11th March 2005 in the auditorium of 
CPWD Training Institute, Ghaziabad. Dr. 
Tej Pratap, Executive Director, 
International Competence Centre for 
Organic Agriculture (ICCOA), 
Bangalore and Ex Vice Chancellor 
Himachal Pradesh Agricultural 
University and Dr. C.P.S. Yadav, Ex 
Vice Chancellor, Rajasthan Agricultural 
University graced the inaugural session 
as Chief Guest and Guest of Honour. Dr. 
P. Bhattacharyya, Additional 
Commissioner (INM), Ministry of 
Agriculture, Govt of India, elaborated the 
present status and priorities and 
requested the august gathering to discuss 
all the important issues and come up with 



  

specific proposals to effectively 
implement the strategies for organic 
farming promotion in the country. The 
seminar was attended by more than 200 
delegates from Central and State 
Government officers, Planning 
Commission representatives, Scientists 
from ICAR institutions and state 
Agricultural Universities, Fertiliser 
Association of India, Food and 
Agricultural organization, NABARD, 
representatives of certification agencies, 
NGOs, organic farmers and organic 
produce trading entrepreneurs.  

 
 

Important participating dignitaries 
include: Col. N.S. Krishnamoorthy 
famous organic farming movement 
leader in Uttar Pradesh, Dr. Vandana 
Dwivedi, Joint Advisor, Planning 
Commission, Dr. P.V.S.M. Gouri, 
Advisor (Organic) APEDA, Dr. Binita 
Shah, CEO Centre for Organic Farming, 
Dehradoon, Dr. S. Basavaiah, MD, 
KCDC, Bangalore, Dr. N.B. Singh, 
Commissioner, DAC, Dr. Prabha Mahale, 
IFOAM Board member, Dr. G.S. 
Kaushal, Ex Director of Agriculture, M.P 
and Dr. B.S. Dahiya, Director Research, 
CCS Haryana Agricultural University, 
Hisar. 

Abstract recommendations of the 
seminar are as follows: 
·  Maintenance of soil health through 

organic farming 
·  Need for development of organic 

packages and practices 
·  Generation of database on organic 

farming 
·  Scientific validitation of Biodynamic 

preparations, Panchgavya etc 
·  Financial assistance in the form of 

back ended capital subsidy 
·  Simplification of certification process 
·  Market development 
(D. Kumar, Dy. Director (Training), 
NCOF, Ghaziabad) 
 

National Conference on Organic 
Farming – A two days National 
Conference on Organic Farming was 
jointly organized by The Natural 
Agriculture Research Center, Nagpur, 
Regional Centre of Organic Farming, 
Nagpur and National Bureau of Soil 
Survey and Land Use Planning (NBSS & 
LUP), ICAR, Nagpur during 12-134th  
April 2005 at Nagpur.  

 
 

 

 



  

Dr. Sudhir Goyal, Commissioner of 
Agriculture, Government of Maharashtra, 
Dr. Peter Griffee, FAO representative, Sh. 
Ajay Rastogi, FAO Representative and 
Sh. Claude Alvaris were present as 
distinguished guests in the inaugural 
session. While, Dr. Goyal presented the 
success story of organic farming 
revolution in Maharshtra, FAO 
representatives presented their view on 
organic farming perspectives in view of 
the proposed FAO initiatives for India 
and FAOs efforts for documentation of 
indigenous knowledge and package of 
practices. Dr. A.K. Yadav, Regional 
RCOF, Nagpur and Coordinator for the 
Conference, welcomed the participants 
and explained the purpose of conference. 
To understand the status of organic 
farming in Maharashtra and the 
techniques being adopted by Maharashtra 
farmers, FAO representatives in a 
separate session interacted with 20 most 
prominent organic farmers. The Seminar 
was participated by more than 430 
Government officers, scientist, teachers, 
researchers, policy planners, NGO 
representatives, members from 
certification agency and prominent 
organic farmers and organic movement 
leaders. Dr. P. Bhattacharyya, Additional 
Commissioner (INM), Ministry of 
Agriculture, New Delhi, conducted a 
special session on policy matters on the 
second day of the seminar and 
deliberated on the Government’s policy 
and future course of action. 
 

Abstract recommendations of the 
Conference were as follows: 
·  Urgent need for defined package of 

practices 
·  Certification system be made simple 

and standards made available in local 
languages 

·  There should be separate sets of 
simplified standards for domestic 
certification 

·  Strict quality control regime need to 
be introduced for quality of organic 
and biological inputs 

·  At least one service provider be 
appointed in each Taluka and SHG 
be given priority 

·  Necessary research be taken up on –
priority for evaluation of indigenous 
practices and inputs. 

(Sarita Mowade, RCOF, Nagpur) 
 

Seminar on “Organic Agriculture in 
Penninsular India- Promotion, 
Certification and Marketing”  – A two 
days seminar on “Organic Agriculture in 
Penninsular India- Promotion, 
Certification and Marketing” jointly 
organized by the Organic Agriculture 
Scientific Society for Integrated Services 
(OASIS) and National Centre of Organic 
Farming, Ghaziabad through Regional 
Centre of Organic Farming, Bangalore in 
the conference hall of the Department of 
Soil Science, Tamilnadu Agricultural 
University, Coimbatore, during 28-29 
march 2005. The Seminar was 
inaugurated by Dr. C. Ramasamy, Vice-
Chancellor Tamil Nadu Agricultural 
University (TNAU). Dr K.M. Naidu 
President , OASIS welcomed the 
delegates and elaborated the urgent need 
of organic agriculture. The seminar was 
participated by more than 250 delegates 
from different parts of South India.  
Delivering his inaugural address Dr. 
Ramasamy emphasized that while 
encouraging organic agriculture one 
should not forget the ground realities and 
the contribution of modern agriculture to 
our food security. The modern organic 
agriculture has to emerge from a mix of 
our traditional knowledge and the 
scientific understanding, our scientists 
have generated over decades. Further, Dr. 
Ramasamy elaborated the up coming role 
of TNAU in organic certification. 
 



  

Abstract recommendations of the 
seminar were as follows: 
1. There is an urgent need to document 

and build a data base on indigenous 
knowledge and agricultural practices. 

2. Government of India should look into 
the possibility of enforcing some 
regulatory mechanism on the lines of 
FCO to cover all the organic inputs 
for their sustained quality. 

3. Government intervention is needed to 
ensure low cost certification both for 
export and domestic market 

4. Certification system and standards 
need to be simplified. 

5. Specific efforts are needed to take up 
mass awareness campaign about the 
benefits of organic products, to 
generate the demand from consumers. 

6. Certified farmers be encouraged to 
use “India Organic” logo in 
marketing 

7. Efforts should be made to encourage 
weekly organic hats/markets. 

8. To effectively coordinate all the 
needed tasks, a federation of NGOs 
involved in organic farming in 
peninsular India be formed. 

(K. Chandra, Regional Director, 
RCOF, Bangalore)  

II National Conference on Organic 
Agriculture - Towards Organic India - 
To bring about clarity on several issues 
confronting the organic sector in India, 
today and to address various policy 
perspectives a three days National 
Conference on Organic Agriculture was 
organized by the Institute for Integrated 
Rural Development (IIRD), during 27th 
to 29th January 2005 at their premises at 
Bidkin on the outskirts of Aurangabad. 
Over 700 agriculture activists from 
different parts of the country attended the 
conference. The most striking feature 
was farmers’ participation and active 
involvement of women. The participants 
included marginal women farmers, big 

farmers, Government officials, professors 
and scientists from research institutions, 
NGO representatives and organic 
agriculture activists. The conference was 
inaugurated by Hon’ble Minister of 
Agriculture, Government of 
Mahharashtra, Shri Balasaheb Thorat. 
Prominent personalities participated in 
the conference include: Dr. Sudhir Goyal, 
Commissioner of Agriculture, 
Maharashtra, Dr. P. Bhattacharyya, 
Additional Commissioner (INM), 
Ministry of Agriculture, Govt of India, 
Dr. N.M. Pawar, Vice Chancellor 
Marathwada Agricultural University, Sh. 
Namalwar, organic sage from Tamilnadu 
and Shri Ashok Ghosh, social reformer 
and thinker from West Bengal. 
 

Abstract recommendations of the 
conference were as follows: 
·  Make organic growers aware of the 

international requirements, encourage 
organic exports and ensure premium 
prices for organic products to the 
farmers. 

·  Development and preservation of 
natural seed germplasm be given top 
priority and all efforts to disrupt, 
destroy or interfere with them should 
be discouraged. 

·    All Government, private and 
voluntary agencies should work 
together for effective promotion. 

·  Organic certification needs to be made 
cheaper, guidelines and standards need 
to be simplified and made available in 
local languages. If possible domestic 
standards be drafted for domestic 
market 

·  Compile all indigenously available 
information and define package of 
practices, best suited to small, medium 
and large farmers separately. 

·  For quality of organic inputs some 
regulatory mechanism be introduced by 
the Government  



  

(AKY, RCOF, Nagpur)  
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Joint Secretary 
Government of India 

Ministry of Agriculture 
(Department of Agriculture & 

Cooperation) 
Krishi Bhavan, New Delhi – 110 001  
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