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Organic Farming Newsletter (OFNL) is a multilingual quarterly publication under National 
Project of Organic Farming. Articles having direct relevance to organic farming technology 
and its regulatory mechanism, development of package of practices, success stories, news 
related to conferences, seminars etc, and national and international events are especially 
welcome. Opinions expressed in articles published in OFNL are those of the author(s) and 
should not be attributed to the publisher. 
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Dear Readers 
In the recent years, the organic farming has emerged not only as an 
alternative livelihood strategy in rain-fed and low productive zones, but 
also as a diversified forms of agriculture which ensures safe food with 
environmental sustainability. Due to increased awareness among 
consumers and concerns about the authenticity and truthfulness of 
organic products, requirement of certification has gained momentum. 
For the purpose, although, a regulatory mechanism under NPOP is 
already in place, but its prohibitive cost has kept small and marginal 
farmers away from its benefit. Discussions and studies on alternative 
cost effective systems are being made at different forums. Present 
issue deals with this critical issue and describes the existing 
mechanism in our country and different mechanisms prevailing in 
China. Glittering event of India Organic 2006 and reports on other 
conferences and workshops have also been incorporated, besides the 
usual columns of national and international news and events columns. 
Reviews of some recently published books and publications is a 
special feature of this issue. I hope the readers will find this issue very 
informative and useful. 
��
�(����	�! ��	"����(����	�! ��	"����(����	�! ��	"����(����	�! ��	"���	 A.K. Yadav 
������	������	������	������	 Editor 
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Status of Organic Food and Green Food  
in China 

 
P. Bhattacharyya 

Additional Commissioner (INM) & Director(NCOF) 
Department of Agriculture & Cooperation 

Ministry of Agriculture, New Delhi 
 
 

In the last week of July, 2006, I visited 
Beijing and Inner Mongolia (China) as 
National Project Director of FAO-TCP 
Project (TCP/IND/3003 on 
Development of a Technical Capacity 
Base for the Promotion of Organic 
Agriculture) to study the progress of 
organic farming and green food 
production in China.   
 

Beijing is the Capital City of China.  
The office of the Ministry of Agriculture 
is located at Nonghanguan Nanli.  
During this visit, I met Dr. Guo 
Chunmin, Vice President of China 
Organic Food Certification Centre, 
Beijing, Dr. Mu Jianhua, Deputy 
Director of International 
Cooperation/China Green Food 
Development Centre, Beijing, and 
Professor Yong Zhong Qian, Deputy 
Director General, Institute of Quality 
Standards and Testing technology for 
agri products, Chinese Academy of 
Agricultural Science.  I also visited 
organic farms like Beijing Lianshun 
Agriculture Development Co. Ltd., 
Maojiaying and Beijing Qingpuyuan 
Vegetables Co. Ltd., Liuminying.  Both 
companies are producing certified 
organic and green food. 
 
The Inner Mongolia, bordering to the 
North with both the Republic of 
Mongolia and Russia is the widest 
province in China.   

 
 

 
 

It is the third largest Chinese province 
(by its latitude) and it has a beautiful 
natural scenery.  Hohhot is the capital 
of Inner Mongolia.  As vast grass lands 
are  unique  feature  of Inner Mongolia,  
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the region has, for centuries, pursued 
traditional livestock like cows, lambs 
etc.  In Inner Mongolia, I visited 
internationally famous Mengnin 
Austatic International Dairy Farm, 
Sybor Wild Oatmeal and also met Dr. 
Zhao Jiwen, Director, Inner Mongolia 
Green Food Development Centre. 

 

 
Current Status of Agriculture in China - 
China, endowed with rich 
agricultural resources, is famous for 
a long tradition in sustainable 
agriculture.  The Chinese 
Government has adopted a number 
of important policies and measures 
to facilitate faster growth of farmers 
income and narrow the gap between 
China and other countries in the 
World and improve facilities in 
agricultural sector. 
  
Salient Points for Agricultural 
Development :- 

 

The current population in China is 
1.30756 billion. Agriculture is of great 
importance to the national economy of 
China. It contributes 14.8% to GDP 
(2003) and employs roughly 43% of 
total labours in China.  
 
Climatic conditions  - The climatic 
condition in China is complex and 
diversified. The four seasons are very 
clear, especially in Beijing (average 
temperature throughout the year is 
11.80C) with a temperate spring, rainy 
summer, clear autumn and a cold, 
snowy winter. The total annual 
precipitation amounts to 2812.4 billion 
m3 (2003) on the average, of which 
19% goes to North and 81% to South. 
In south, farmers grow three crops a 
year while in North East/North West, 
farmers harvest one or two crops a 
year.  
 
Irrigated area, crops grown and 
Regionalization programme  - The 
irrigated area is 55.13 million ha (2003) 
which is 45.4% of 123.46 million ha 
cultivable area during this period 
(2003) 
 
The main crops grown in China are 
Paddy, Wheat, Corn, Sorghum, 
Soybean, Rapeseed, Sugarcane, 
Cotton, Vegetables, and Fruits etc. 
Now competitive agriculture products 
have been gradually concentrated on 
regions where they are particularly 
adopted. In order to promote 
agricultural zones, the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Govt. of China has 
prepared Regionalization Programme 
for competitive agricultural products 
e.g. vegetables in Shandong Province, 
Cotton in Xinjiang Autonomous 
Region, off-season melons and 
vegetables in Hainan Province, green 

Item  Year 

1995 2000 2005 

Cultivable area 
(million ha) 

95.5 N.A. 122.8 

Food production 
(million ton) 

466.6 469.40 484.00 

Fertilizer Use 
(million ton) 

35.93 41.46 47.66 

Pesticide Use 
(million ton) 

0.26 N.A. N.A. 
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food in Heilongjiang Province and 
apples and coarse grains in Shanxi 
Province. 
 
Use of Fertiliser and Organic 
Fertiliser  - With the large population 
and limited land, China is going with 
high input.  , The total fertilizer use has 
increased from 4.89 million ton in 1975 
to 47.66 million ton in 2005. Although, 
the use of fertilizer is increasing, but 
soil degradation due to irresponsible 
and imbalanced use of fertilizer (N = 
25.20 mt, P2O5 = 9.85 mt, K2O = 4.16 
i.e. 1: 0.39 : 0.16)(2003) is alarming.  
Farmers have complaints that the soil 
is becoming harder and less 
productive.  Over the past five 
decades, 34% of its prime farmland 
has been eroded and the black soil 
layer has been reduced by 50 percent 
as observed by Chinese Academy of 
Engineering.  The Ministry of 
Agriculture has advised farmers to use 
organic fertilizers and microbial 
fertilizers as maximum as possible.  
Total production of organic fertilizer in 
China during 2005 was 16.58 million 
ton (estimated).  The organic fertilizer 
includes decomposed night soil, cow 
dung, pig dung, horse dung, sheep 
droppings, chicken droppings, soybean 
cake, cotton husk, corn stalk ash etc.  
Azolla use in paddy fields is being 
promoted vigorously. 
 
Socio Economic Condition and 
Agricultural Reform - Before 1978, 
China adopted a system of people’s 
commune in rural areas.  Under this 
system, rural land belonged to the rural 
collective, commune members worked 
together to undertake farming 
activities, the State monopolized 
purchase and sales of agricultural 
products and the collective income was 

distributed to commune members 
according to their work.  Such a 
system seriously constrained farmers’ 
initiatives.  But with agricultural reform 
started in 1978, China began to 
introduce the household-based 
contract system in rural areas and 
promote market oriented development 
of agriculture.  Ever since then, 
agriculture and rural economy in China 
has improved substantially.  
 
Policy of MoA, Govt. of China on 
sustainable agriculture -  In 1990s, 
the Chinese Government formulated 
series of Laws, regulations and plans 
of actions, and made greater efforts to 
implement strategies for sustainable 
development.  At the same time, the 
Government has strived to improve the 
environment quality of the farmland by 
controlling pollution from fertilizers, 
pesticides and other chemical inputs.  
In 2000, Ministry of Agriculture P.R.C. 
started “Pollution-free Food Act Plan”.  
Under this plan, the Govt. of China 
advocates three types of foods:- 
 

i) Safe Agricultural Products 
ii) Green Food 
iii) Organic Food 

 
A complete accreditation system has 
been set up covering these three levels 
of farm products as mentioned above.  
Chinese Government has adopted 
such measures to ensure safety of 
farm products, protecting the health of 
Chinese residents and making Chinese 
goods more competitive in the world 
market.  The Ministry of Agriculture 
launched “Agri Food Safety 
Programme” in Beijing, Tianjin, 
Shangai and Shenzhen in 2001 and 
later extended to the whole country.  
The quality and safety system of farm 
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produce aims at reinforcing 
standardized production, inspection 
and testing of agricultural inputs & 
outputs as well as intensifying efforts 
for standardization, inspection and 
testing of production environment so 
as to ensure food safety for 
consumers. 
 
Salient points on Safe-Agro Product  
·  The production of safe-agro product 

means:- 
- Use of safe inputs 
- Production system follows the 

regulation 
- Production site belongs to safe 

environment; 
- Products' quality satisfies the 

National requirement 
·  Primary edible agro products come 

under the purview of safe 
agricultural products.  Generally, it 
follows good agricultural practice. 

·  As regards consumer, it is the 
guarantee for basic safety demand 
and meet the people’s consumption 
demand. 

·  There is the provision of using Logo 
as below:- 

 

 
 
·  Certificate is given by Ministry of 

Agriculture, Govt. of China. Up to 
2005, 10067 products have been 
certified as safe-agro products. 

·  The Chinese Government has 
formulated different rules as below:- 
1) GHZB 1 Environmental Quality 

Standards for surface water. 
2) GB 5749 Hygine standard for 

living and drinking water. 

3) GB 11607 water quality 
standards for fisheries. 

4) GB 5084 Standards for Irrigation 
water quality. 

5) GB 15618 Environmental 
Quality Standard for soil. 

6) GB 3095 Ambient air quality 
standard. 

7) GB 2760 Hygine standards for 
use of food additives. 

8) GB 15198 Hygine standard for 
limit of nitrite in food stuff.   

 
Besides these, there are many other 
rules and generally all the rules are 
considered for certifying safe agro 
products. 

 
Status on Green Food production in 
China 
·  Green Food means pollution free 

safe food of high quality, processed 
under the principle of sustainable 
development and certified by 
particular organization based on 
special standards and permitted to 
sold with green food logo and trade 
mark. 

 
·  The green food concept was 

developed in China during 1990 with 
two objectives:- 

i) to protect bio environment 
through the production of green 
food; 

ii) to protect consumers’ health 
through the consumption of 
green food. 

 
The ultimate object is to propel 
sustainable development of agriculture 
and food production industry in China.  
First, successful Green Food Label 
certification in China was introduced in 
1991. 
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Establishment of CGFDC and Green 
Food Certification : 
 
·  In 1992, the Ministry of Agriculture 

formally established the China Green 
Food Development Centre (CGFDC), 
a national level institution with the 
authority to certify agricultural 
products free of chemical 
contamination.  By the end of 2005, 
there were more than 3000 green 
food entrepreneurs and nearly 9725 
products certified as green food.  
About 6-million ha. area cover 
certified green food. 

 
·  The standards for the green food 

label have been prepared by CGFDC 
under Ministry of Agriculture, Govt. of 
China.  The standards were set up to 
include standards for- 

 
i) Environmental Quality 
ii) Production technology 
iii) Products storage and 

transportation. 
 

Standards, Guidelines, Inspection 
and Certification of Green Food :-  
Ministry of Agriculture, Govt. of China 
has published series of guidelines (in 
Chinese language) for green food 
development.  The guideline for area’s 
environment investigation and 
assessment in respect of green 
food(NY/T 1054-2006) is based on 
several National rules and regulations 
including Hygienic standard of water 
and its quality, soil quality, air quality, 
permissible limits of agricultural 
pollutants  etc.  The guideline has 
given directives on heavy metal 
content, pH, bacterial (Salmonela, E. 
coli etc.) count.  Besides, it has 
advised to note socio economic 
situation also. Moreover, the guideline 

(Annexure-IX) has suggested methods 
of sampling, procedure for analysis, 
surveillance system for water use, site 
use and soil situation etc.  In this 
quality inspection, suggestion/ 
recommendations are also given for 
improvement in environment.  The 
MoA, Govt. of China has published 
Green Food Edible Salt (NY/T 1040-
2006), (NY/T 1048-2006), Green Food 
Veterinary Drug guideline (NY/T 1048-
2006), green food for dry fruits (NY/T 
1041-2006) etc. in Chinese language.  
For getting green food label, there is 
guideline that crops should be grown in 
pollution free environment and in 
manner that: 
 
·  Area meets the highest grade of Air 

Standards in China. 
·  The quantity of heavy metals like 

mercury, cadmium, arsenic, lead, 
chromium etc. in irrigated water and 
soil are within the permissible limit. 

·  Sample of the final products are 
tested for checking residue and 
other contents as required for 
getting certificate. 

·  Green foods are certified under two 
grades:- 
a) The ‘A’ grade Green Food – It 

allows the use of limited and 
specified agro chemicals at safe 
level (obviously it is not 
organic). 

b) The ‘AA’ grade Green Food – It 
is quite close to organic food. 

 
·  The inspection of standard ‘A’ 

grade green food relies more on 
production and control records of 
green food enterprises.  In this 
grade, use of some fertilizers in 
little quantity (may be 1/3rd but vary 
from crop to crop and soil to soil) is 
permitted. At the very beginning 
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little amount of pesticide (low in 
poison but efficiency is high) may 
be given but only for once (subject 
to permissible limit of pesticide 
residue).  The farming area must be 
in a favourable environment and 
emphasis is given to the final 
product.  However the product 
under ‘A’ is better than normal food 
from safety point of view. 

 
·  The inspection of AA grade green 

food products is almost similar to 
organic agriculture. 

 
·  The responsibility of inspection and 

certification of green food rests with 
CGFDC under Ministry of 
Agriculture.  CGFDC has 42 branch 
offices and 82 monitoring 
laboratories located in different 
provinces and they are responsible 
for monitoring/surveillance.  The 
quality testing laboratories under 
MoA give testing report of the 
product. 

 
·  The logo permitted for green food is    

 
                                                       

This logo has been registered in the 
main land, Hong Kong and Japan. 
 

GREEN FOOD PRODUCTS AND ITS 
MARKET 
·  The products covered under green 

food are generally primary agro 
product and the base of processed 
agro products.  It includes grains, 
fruits, vegetables, tea, drinks, meat, 
milk, aquatic food, eggs, wine, 
beverages etc. 

 
 
The requirements of green food and organic food are as under:- 

Sr. 
No. 

Parameter Green A Green AA Organic 

1. Environmental 
Test 

Required Required Not Required 

2. Residue Test of 
final product 

Required Required Not Required 

3. Use of Synthetic 
Chemical 

Permitted -- Not permitted 

4. Traceability Not 
emphasized 

Required Required 

5. Conversion period Not Required Not Required Required 
6. Market premium Limited Limited High 
7. Certification Required Required Required 
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·  Certified green foods are very 

popular in China, mostly available in 
super markets. China’s green food 
industry is enjoying fast development 
with the number of food companies 
nearing 3000 nationwide.  The green 
food sales volume in domestic 
market has touched 86 billion Yuan 
(US$ 10.7 billion between 1990 & 
2004), with export value in the same 
period hitting US$ 1.25 billion. 

 
 

Promotion : 
China is promoting green agriculture 
as part of its coordinated and 
sustainable agricultural development.  
The aim is to produce safe agricultural 
products by taking advanced biological 
technologies.  Presently, 16 provinces 
& municipalities in China have set up 
pilot green food development area. 
 
Green Food : A Key step in targeting 
Organic Food  - Green food is not an 
organic product conceptually, but its 
development will certainly play crucial 
role in targeting organic agriculture.  
There is no clash between green food 
and organic agriculture.  The 
motivation for green food ultimately 
motivates farmers for organic food 
production as seen in the case of 
BQVCL, Beijing.  Further, the CGFDC 
use large number of ‘A’ grade 

producers as a pool from which to 
select candidates for conversion to 
‘AA’ grade production.  So green ‘A’ is 
the foundation of green ‘AA’ and green 
‘AA’, on the other hand, is the 
foundation of organic agriculture. The 
BQVCL initiated green food production 
in 2000.  Now in 2006, they are 
producing organic product 
successfully. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Organic Food Production in China 
and its progress  - Organic food 
development is another important 
component of sustainable agriculture 
as approved by Ministry of Agriculture, 
People Republic of China in their 
“Pollution Free Food Act Plan” as 
approved in 2000. 
 
In fact, Chinese traditional agriculture 
is the fundamental of Organic 
Agriculture.  But certified organic 
agriculture began around 1990 when 
green tea produced in Linan Country of 
Zhejiang was certified by SKAL 
Netherland and was exported to 
Netherland.  At the same time (1989-
90), the rural ecological research 
section of Nanjing Environment 

Organic 
Product 

Green Food 
Product 

Safe Agro 
Product 
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Science Institute, became China’s first 
Member of International Federation for 
Organic Agriculture Movement 
(IFOAM). 
 
Organic Food Development by 
OFDC 
·  In 1994, village ecology group of 

Nanjing Environmental Science 
Research Institute under “State 
Environmental Protection 
Administration (SEPA), Ministry for 
the Environment, constituted 
“Organic Food Development 
Centre”(OFDC).  Its objective was 
to promote and manage organic 
food development. 

·  Being accredited by IFOAM, OFDC 
prepared organic standards and 
initiated inspection/ certification 
work for organic produce. 

·  The organic certification standards 
worked out by the OFDC, were 
based on the basic standards of the 
International Federation of Organic 
Agricultural Movement (IFOAM) for 
organic production and processing 
and with reference to the EU’s 
Council Regulation EEC 
No.2092/91, International 
Certification Standard of the 
Organic Crop Improvement 
Association (OCIA) and of other 
organic farming associations or 
organizations in Germany, Sweden, 
UK, USA, Australia, New Zealand 
and so on. 

 
·  OFDC has its own logo.  The 

OFDC certification committee 
issues organic certificates to those 
production bases, processors and 
traders  evaluated to be qualified 
upon completing examination of the 
inspection report prepared by the 
Inspector, thus authorizing their use 

of OFDC organic logo on their 
organic products. 

 
·  Important products certified by 

OFDC include: Tea, Milk, Grains, 
Vegetables, Bamboo shoot 
products, fruits, sugarcane, white 
sugar, alcoholic drinks, organic 
fertilizers, cattle & sheep, aquatic 
products etc. 

 
Establishment of China Organic 
Food Certification Center - Buoyed 
by the performance of OFDC, the 
Chinese Green Food Development 
Centre (CGFDC) set up in 1992, 
developed China Organic Food 
Certification Centre (COFCC) in 2002 
as a special Institute for Organic 
Farming promotion & engaged in 
Organic Food Certification and 
management under the Chinese 
Ministry of Agriculture. 
 
Function of COFCC - COFCC has 
formulated special logo for organic 
product.  The concept of the logo is as 
below:- 

 
A human hand and a leaf are adopted 
as originality elements in the label, 
leaving us two visions:- 
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i) a hand holding a piece of the 
green leaf upward, indicating 
human being longing for nature & 
life; 

ii) two hands grasping together, one 
up and another down, green leaf 
personified as man’s hands, 
meaning that human can not 
survive without care of nature. 

 
·  COFCC has 42 branch offices 

located in different State of the 
country.  Some of the functions of 
COFCC are:- 

- Organic product certification and 
administration; 

- Training for organic product 
Inspector; 

- Supporting enterprises to nurture 
organic food market. 

·  COFCC have a team of competent 
inspectors and undergoes 
supervision and management of 
fairness in inspecting certification 
so as to guarantee its security, 
objectivity, fairness and validity. 

·  COFCC undertakes certification 
strictly by standards of ‘Organic 
Product’ GB/T 19630. 1-4, as 
below: 
 

Standards of Organic Products - The 
standards of “Organic Products” (GB/T 
19630 1-4), as published in 2005 is a 
document of 49 pages.  It has 4 parts 
and these are:- 
 
Part 1 - Organic Production p 1-

27. 
Part 2 - Processing p 28-37 
Part 3 - Labelling and Marketing p 38-

43 
Part 4 - Management System p 

44-49 
 

Shifting of responsibility from SEPA 
to CNCA -  In 2004, the administration 
of organic inspection and certification 
in China was shifted to the Committee 
for National Certification and 
Accreditation (CNCA) from the State 
Environmental Protection 
Administration (SEPA).  COFCC under 
Ministry of Agriculture’s CGFDC also 
certifies the organic production and 
accounts for certification of one third 
products of the domestic/export 
market. 
 
Organic Food and its market  - Some 
dedicated organic food stores are 
available in China, but normally its sale 
is promoted through conventional 
distribution channel.  As per COFCC, 
the domestic market (Retail) in China 
is valued at USD 150 million. The 
organic produce is estimated to be less 
than 0.1% of the total food in the 
domestic market. 
 
Certification of Organic Products -  
More than 1400 kinds of organic 
agricultural products have been 
certified in China.  Most certified 
products go to North America, Japan 
and Europe.  The value of exports is 
more than USD 150 million in 2005. 
 
As per earlier report (2004), there are 
600,000 – 700,000 ha of certified 
organic land inclusive of natural 
harvesting areas, aqua culture, crop 
lands and pastor land etc.   But recent 
estimate of COFCC indicates that the 
certified organic area in China is 4.38 
million ha and COFCC has certified 
2.85 m. ha with following break up:-- 

0.1076 million ha. Plant 
0.5957 million ha. Live stock 
0.1724 million ha. Fishery 
2.0742 million ha. Wild  
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As regards organic regulation, 
important steps taken in China were:- 
- issue of organic food certification 

and management measure by 
SEPA(2005) 

- issue of guideline of accreditation 
for organic products certification 
agents by CNCA(2003) 

- issue of organic standard(organic 
product production and Processing 
certification # CNAB-S121) 

- issue of standards of organic 
products (GB/T 19630.1-4) in 2005 
by Ministry of Agriculture, Govt. of 
China. 

- For organic food, there are 28 
certification bodies including 
COFCC, OFDC, OTRDC etc. For 
export purpose, certification by 
internationally accredited 
companies like IMO, Ecocert, Soil 
Association, Naturland etc are also 
being done.  These international 
companies have local offices in 
China.  During my visit at Inner 
Mongolia, I met Dr.Werner 
VogtKaute, Naturland, Germany 
who came to certify various agro 
products for its market in coming 
Biofach programme, 2007 to be 
held at Nuremberg, Germany. 

 
Role of OTRDC  - The organic Tea 
Research and Development Centre 
(OTRDC) is a domestic certification 
Body, set up in 1999 in Zheijiang Tea 
Institute of the China Academy of 
Agricultural Science. 
·  OFDC, OTRDC and COFCC are all 

members of IFOAM. 
·  China now has many authentication 

organization in their field and the 
standards they adopt differ. 

 
Logo for Organic Products and need  
for uniform logo -  As for logo, there 

are several symbols in China.  The 
logo designed by COFCC (MOA) and 
OFDC are different.  Now China is 
trying to set a unified organic food 
standard. 
 
Foreign Project -  The German 
Development Agency, GTZ is 
implementing an international project in 
China.  It is Sino-German Organic 
Farming Development Project. 
 
Promotional Programme on Organic 
Farming - As regards promotion of 
organic food production, the Ministry of 
Agriculture is making various 
programmes.  These programme 
include China AG Trade Fair (2003), 
Organic Food Fair in Qiqihar of 
Heilongjiang province in North East 
China (2005).  Besides, the MoA is 
also making routine extension 
programme in different provinces for 
promoting organic farming. 
 
Certification Cost 
Farm certification cost in China is very 
high, at more than thousand dollars, 
especially for international certification.  
For remote area, the cost becomes still 
higher.  In the case of domestic 
certification, it is on lower side (USD 
900-1000) but still expensive for small 
farmers.  The site visit charge per day 
range between USD 250 to 350 which 
is considerably high. 
 
Protection against fake organic food  
- In order to control sale of fake organic 
food, the consumer associations are 
very much careful.  According to food 
regulation, a company can only put an 
organic label on its products for 3 
years before its products need to be 
re-examined.  Previously, most 
Chinese consumers silently tolerated 
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violation of their rights.  But now, 
consumers are becoming educated 
and developing greater sense of self 
protection. 
 
Conclusion: 
This study tour has given sufficient 
understanding on the status of organic 
food and green food in China.  The 
organic farming concept is gradually 
getting acceptance in India where the 
current certified organic area is 1.73 
lakh ha against global certified organic 
area of 28 million ha which is very 
negligible.  In fact, the rainfed, tribal, 
north east and hilly regions of the 
country where minimum chemicals 
used are practicing subsistent 
agriculture for a longtime.  Many areas 
are organic by tradition.  Sixty percent 
area is rain-fed in India.  There is wide 
scope to promote green food and 

organic food both.  Chinese farmers 
are of the views that “Green Food 
Production” is the pillar of organic 
agriculture.  There is no conflict 
between two issues.  If growing of 
green food is allowed alongwith 
organic food, sufficient area could be 
brought under sustainable agriculture 
and many farmers may be encouraged 
to grow safety food.  This is the high 
time to implement experience of China 
in our country also by modifying the 
same as per our requirement.  
However, it will finally depend on 
farmers and policy makers as to how 
best it can be implemented. 
 
(Acknowledgement :  For this study 
tour, I acknowledge the support of FAO 
and DAC who arranged and approved 
my visit to China).

 
Restoring Value of Finger Millet (Mandua) as Food Grain through Organic: 

Experiences and Efforts of  UOCB 
 
Mountain regions in the state of Uttaranchal have large areas of coarse grains mostly small millets 
under cultivation. The cultivation of coarse grains together in one season a practice predominant in the 
mountain regions of Uttaranchal is called as the ‘Barah Anaja’. Uttaranchal has 1.5 lakh ha area under 
finger millet cultivation.  It is common knowledge in the scientific circles that most small millets have 
high nutrition value specially in micro nutrients but due to total negligence of market development, post 
harvest etc these crops have suffered and have been relegated to the status of poor mans food. It is also 
to be mentioned that most of these crops are grown in dry lands under rain fed conditions. They are 
organic by default and multi crop system in the millet crops along with amaranthus, maize, pulses and 
other millets are practiced .    
 
UOCB along with the World Food Program (UN) and Department of Social Welfare in the state 
standardized the use of locally available organic finger millet for the production of ‘India Mix’ a 
blended fortified food supplement, which is distributed in the ICDS run “Angan Wadis’. Finger millet 
adds on to the calcium and fiber content in the India mix. The millet is extruded before it is used in the 
mix.  
 

As a result, a total market 1200 mt per annum was created by the UOCB valued to Rs. 90 Lakhs per 
annum (Farm Gate Price).  
 
UOCB has also promoted finger millet flour in fairs, exhibitions and through retail sales. The educated 
class from Uttaranchal and other states particularly   have renewed its taste and lure for these flours.  

 
Uttaranchal Organic Commodity Board, 

Dehradun, Uttaranchal, 
www.uttaranchalorganic.org 
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Status of Organic Certification  
in India  

 
P. V. S. M. Gouri  

Agriculture and Processed Foods Export Development Authority 
NCUI Building, Siri Fort Institutional Area, 

August Kranti Marg, New Delhi 
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Implementation of The National 
Programme for Organic Production 
(NPOP) in 2001 by Government of 
India through Ministry of Commerce for 
exports has immensely contributed to 
the development of National standards 
and its recognition by the major 
organic players globally, namely EU, 
US and Switzerland. A credible 
inspection and certification regime is 
established by accreditation of 
appropriate certification bodies as per 
ISO 65.  

 
The National Steering Committee 
(NSC), as the apex body for Organic 
Products, reviews NPOP periodically. 

The NSC is supported by the National 
Accreditation Body (NAB) on relevant 
issues pertaining to the accreditation 
policies and procedures, Technical 
Committee (TC) for review of National 
standards and Evaluation Committee 
(EC) for audit of the certification bodies 
for considering accreditation. The 
members on each committee are 
drawn from various Ministries and 
private organization associated with 
the organic movement. The operational 
structure of the NPOP provides a 
transparent system of operations for 
implementation of the entire program. 

 



��������	
���
��������� ��� �

Organic Farming Newsletter, December 2006 
17 

 

Even though, NPOP was born only six 
years ago, India has advanced in 
delivering knowledge in the area of 
organic standards, marketing, capacity 
building of all the concerned 
stakeholders in organic farming and 
promotional activities. These activities 
have helped agribusiness enterprises 
to facilitate exports and consumer 
satisfaction through the availability of 
certified organic products both in the 
domestic and international markets. 

 
Currently, the cultivable land under 
organic certification is 173682 ha 
however including the wild collection 
area, it accounts for 2.5 million ha. 
Total certified production during 2005-
06 year was around 105171 MT, out of 
which 7953 MT was exported. Eighty 
percent of Indian organic products are 
exported to the European Union and 
the rest were destined to the US, 
Australia, Japan, Switzerland and other 
Asian countries. The major product 
categories are tea, spices, honey 
basmati rice, dry fruits (walnuts 
cashew), sesame seeds and medicinal 
plants. 

 
The organic export trade estimated in 
2002 for US $1.4 million has grown 
100% to about $2.8 million by 2005 
and has sustained an annual growth 
rate of 35%. It has also offered a 
considerable price premium (20-25%) 
to producers of organic products. 
 
A recent survey conducted by 
International Competence Centre for 
Organic Agriculture (ICCOA), 
Bangalore in 2005 indicates that 
organized food retailing in India is 
presently around US $650 million and 
is expected to rise to US $32,600 
million by 2015. The domestic market 

for food and grocery has been 
estimated to be growing at a rate of 5-
6%. Various estimates indicate an 
anticipated share of 5-6% for organic 
products of the overall food and 
grocery market in the medium and long 
term.  

 
The growth has been independent of 
market development efforts both for 
exports as well as for the domestic 
market. In the last five years, organic 
agriculture has developed rapidly in 
India and has become an attractive 
opportunity to most developed 
countries to source organic products 
from India, Hence, it is anticipated that 
the export market for Indian organic 
products will increase another 50% in 
the next coming years. Thus a viable 
organic sector in India is emerging with 
considerable support from inter-
ministerial synergy (MOC & MOA). 
Right policy decisions at Government 
level is providing a good foundation for 
the organic sector to grow. Some of 
the recent developments and 
achievements of India are: 

 
1. Recognition of India by Major 
developed countries - Considering 
the effectiveness and credibility of the 
accreditation and certification system, 
India has been recognized for the 
following: 
·   Recognition of NPOP standards by 

European Commission for 
equivalence and inclusion in the 
article 11 list of EC regulation. 

·  Recognition of India by USDA for 
the conformity assessment systems 
of the accreditation procedures of 
NPOP (ISO17011).  

·  Offer from Switzerland for NPOP 
equivalence 
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2. Accreditation of certification 
bodies - 11 certification bodies have 
been accredited under NPOP.  Among 
them four are domestic agencies and 
rests are international agencies.  

 
3. Introduction of Group 
Certification 
In India, majority of the producers are 
small and medium farmers with an 
average land holding of 1-2 ha with 
small-scale production. Their financial 
status is very meager to afford 
certification in an individual capacity for 
getting a better price in the market. For 
these reasons, group certification 
guidelines were evolved by the 
Government to overcome the 
economical difficulties of the farmers 
and to assure compliance of their 
production to the NPOP Standards. 
These basic guidelines were adopted 
from IFOAM Grower Group guidelines, 
however, these were tuned to the 
country’s requirements. 

  
Grower group guidelines under NPOP 
were implemented in September 2005 
and this makes India the first country to 
regulate group certification standards. 

  
4. Capacity Building  Programmes 
·  Trainings are provided on ISO 65 

requirements for aspiring 
Certification Bodies interested in 
organic certification. However, 
these trainings do not guarantees 
accreditation unless the 
organization fully complies with the 
NPOP accreditation criteria. These 
are independent activities. 

 
·  In the current year, capacity 

building programmes are being 
implemented for 15 organizations 

from 12 states to develop their 
certification procedures for organic 
products in four stages of 
development. The first training 
programme lasting 20 days was 
organized in April, 2006. The 
second training programme was 
organized for the same persons for 
a period of 10 days in August 2006 
on Internal Control System (ICS) 
management and inspection of 
grower groups.   The third and 
fourth trainings are proposed for 
2007.   

 
·  Promotion of Organic Farming in a 

big way by organizing conferences, 
workshops field demonstrations etc 
to the farmers and extension 
services. 

·  Transfer of knowledge in organic 
farming certification and ICS to the 
farmers through service providers 
(NCOF,2005) 

·  Agricultural research, technology 
validation and standardization 
remain in progress.  

 
The rationale behind the credible 
systematic development and 
performance of the organic sector in 
India during the last five years is the 
combined effort of Government 
interventions (MOA & MOC), NGOs, 
farmers and market forces, which has 
made the Indian organic movement 
reach a stage where it can swiftly 
move to occupy a prominent place in 
Indian agriculture.  

 
With this scenario, Indian policy 
makers, producers, traders and other 
stakeholders are ready to face the 
challenges in the organic world. 
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India Organic 2006 
Trade fair, Organic food festival, and  

The Congress 
 
 

Inauguration of the event 
India Organic 2006, Trade fair, Organic 
food festival, and The Congress held 
during 9th to 12th November, 2006, was 
a glittering event.  The organizers and 
selection of venue ensured that most 
of the visitors were “Serious” visitors as 
against a significant number of 
“Casual” visitors during India Organic 
2005, mainly because of Lalbagh 
being a tourist attraction by itself.  This 
of course resulted in a much lesser 
number of total visitors (15,000 against 
30,000 of last year). The India Organic 
2006 was organized by the 
International Competence Centre for 
Organic Agriculture (ICCOA), 
Bangalore. National Centre for Organic 
Farming, Ministry of Agriculture Govt. 
of India and Morarka Organics were 
the co-organizers. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Being the first to support the event, 
The Ministry of Agriculture through the 
NCOF participated with a huge pavilion 
in which they shared the space with 
distinguished organic producers and 
service providers from various parts of 
the country. Morarka Organics not only 

were the Co-organizers, but also took 
care of the Organic Food festival 
completely. The trade show and the 
Organic food festival were inaugurated 
on 9th November, 2006 by Hon’ble Shri 
M V Rajasekharan, Union Minister of 
State for Planning and Hon’ble Shri R 
Ashok, Minister for Health and Family 
Welfare, Government of Karnataka 
respectively.  Hon’ble Shri Sompal, 
Former Union Minister of Agriculture 
and Former Member Planning 
Commission and Dr. (Ms.) Prabha 
Mahale (Director IFOAM) delivered 
keynote addresses.  Mr. Hans-Peter 
Egler of SECO, Switzerland released 
the ICCOA publications, namely, ‘The 
Indian Organic Pathway’, ‘Directory of 
Organic Stakeholders’, ‘The Market for 
Organic Foods in India’ and ‘India 
Positioning High in Organic 
Agribusiness’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
More than 15,000 visitors, more than 
60 overseas delegates (40 last year), 
172 stalls of the entire spectrum of the 
Organic business including six from 
overseas were the statistical highlights 
of the trade show.  The number of 
“Serious” visitors also was an 
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indication that the event is maturing in 
to a real trade event rather than a 
consumer event.  
 
ICCOA' Organic Dinner 
On the 10th November, 2006 evening 
invited guests had a sumptuous 
organic dinner hosted by ICCOA and 
Morarka Organics.  The delicacies 
prepared with care by the specialist 
chefs were talk of the evening. 
 
Celebrity Visitors 
Hon’ble Shri H D Deve Gowda, Former 
Prime Minister, an ardent fan of 
Organic farming took a special time off 
from his busy schedule to visit nearly 
every stall of the trade show. Other 
Celebrity Visitors were Shri 
Hariprasad, M P, Rajya Sabha, Shri 
Rajashekhar, MLA, Karnataka, Shri 
Kamal Morarka, Former Union 
Minister, Shri Rajkrishna Gaur, Minister 
of Agriculture, Himachal Pradesh, Shri 
Pattanayak, Mission Director, NHM, 
Shri Selvam, District Magistrate, Salem 
District, and a large number of senior 
officers from the Central and State 
governments. 
 

 
 

The Congress 
Parallel with the trade show, India 
Organic 2006 had two very important 
events:  The Congress and the 
Organic Food festival.  The Congress 
with the main theme ‘Indian Organic 
Business Today: Global and Local”, 

was a huge success with nearly six 
hundred delegates.  The Congress 
was inaugurated on the 10th 
November, 2006 and the inaugural 
session had such luminaries as Ms. 
Vandana Shiva, Mr. Volkert 
Engelsman from the Netherlands, Mr. 
Claude Alvares of the OFAI and Dr. 
Prabha Mahale (Director IFOAM) as 
main Speakers. 
 
The Congress organized jointly with 
Organic Services, Germany, had Ms. 
Mildred Steidle representing them.  
There were 90 sessions with 9 themes, 
addressed by Speakers selected from 
all over the world.  A special addition 
this year was the SOC (State, 
Organization, and Companies) 
Presentations where the stakeholders 
could make presentations to select 
audience. 
 

 
 
Some of the important themes of the 
congress include: Organic sector 
development –Political and regulatory 
framework, Organic systems, Market 
access for small scale producers, Plant 
protection, Marketing and value 
addition, Organic food processing and 
quality, International markets, Animal 
production, Input evaluation and listing, 
International sourcing and market 
support, Standards and regulations, 
Development of market structure, 
Natural and organic body care, 
Organic cotton, Vermiculture, Internal 
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control and PGS, Finance and 
investment, Production and marketing of 
medicinal plants, spices and essential 
oils, Mitigating climate changes and 
Domestic market development. 
 
On behalf of National project on Organic 
Farming Dr. A.K. Yadav, Regional 
Director, RCOF, Nagpur explained all 
activities of project and its future policies 
for XIth five year plan. Other 
participating officers from National 
Project on Organic Farming were Dr. K. 
Chandra, Dr. R.N. Bisoyi from RCOF 
Bangalore and Bhubaneshwar and Dr. 
D. Kumar from NCOF Ghaziabad. 
 
B2B Meets: 
At the India Organic 2006, the Buyer-
Seller meets was a grand success.  
Large number of participants showed 
interest to have such meets and ICCOA 
was able to organize 102 such meets.  
Of this 39 B2B meets were held with 
foreign buyers directly and the remaining 
ones were between Indian buyers and 
Indian sellers.  The meeting of 72 
Tibetan farmers with a delegation of 5 
European and Indian buyers was also a 
special feature of the B2B session.  This 
activity alone is also a great pointer 
towards the success of a trade show as 
these B2B meets brings the business 
value of the fair. 
 

Organic Food Festival: 
To drive home the most important part of 
organic agriculture, namely, 
consumption of organic foods, the fair 
had a sprawling organic food court.  This 
helped ‘Celebrate’ an Organic Food 
festival by serving cuisines from various 
parts of the country all prepared with 
organic food ingredients only.  Entirely 
handled ably by Morarka Organics, the 
food festival was a great wit. 

Special Event: 
Unveiling of Organic Business Portal by 
Shri H D Deve Gowda, former Prime 
Minister of India.  The Portal has been 
developed by M/s. Morarka Organic and 
Mr. Mukesh Gupta, Director of the 
organization explained its usefulness 
and operational strategy. 
 
Closing Ceremony: 
Hon’ble Shri Subodh Kant Sahay (Union 
Minister for Food Processing) was the 
Chief Guest during the closing 
ceremony.  Mr. Sahay who spent a 
considerable amount of time going 
around the stall was pleasantly surprised 
by the progress of the organic 
movement in the country. 
 
Highlights for India Organic 2006 
Some of the highlights of India Organic 
2006 are: 
1. Distinctly identifying certified organic 

participants and the non-certified 
ones. 

2. Exclusive enclosures for State 
pavilions and space for sponsors. 

3. Congress (Seminar series) with 
about 90 topics addressed by 
International and National experts. 

4. An exclusively organic menu served 
at the Organic food festival with 
cuisines from different regions of the 
country. 

5. Participation by all Certification 
bodies, Laboratories and Post 
harvest processors. 

6. Greater number of foreign buyers 
B2B meets. 

7. Buyer-seller meets (B2B) crossed 
the 100 mark (102 B2B meets). 

8. Parallel events included among 
others: Organic Food Festival and 
Cultural Shows 

 Report by Manoj Menon, Manager (Market Development), International Competence Centre 
for Organic Agriculture, Bangalore 
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Global Organic News and Events 
 
World Food Day 2006: Investing in 
Organic Agriculture for Food 
Security - Bonn, Germany, October 
16th 2006 — The Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations 
celebrates World Food Day each year 
on October 16th, the day on which the 
Organization was founded in 1945. 
This year’s theme is ‘Investing in 
agriculture for food security.’ The 
International Federation of Organic 
Agriculture Movements (IFOAM) 
continuously highlights the obvious, 
although complex, linkages between 
Organic Agriculture and food security. 
Organic agriculture, a holistic 
production management system, 
enhances agro-ecosystem health, 
utilizing both traditional and scientific 
knowledge. Organic agricultural 
systems rely on ecosystem 
management rather than external 
agricultural inputs.  It contributes in 
many ways to food security; its 
reduced mechanization and avoidance 
of the use of agrochemicals creates 
employment and increases returns to 
labor. Diversified production of quality 
products decreases the impact of crop 
failures and increases marketing 
opportunities. Income and food 
security is achieved through diversity, 
at the same time maintaining a healthy 
environment. It builds the social capital 
of rural areas as it is knowledge 
intensive, rather than capital and 
resource-intensive.  
 
The FAO seems to have predominately 
agribusiness, agrochemical suppliers 
and their investors in mind when 
expressing thoughts about ‘investing in 
agriculture.’ However, the ‘progress’ 

portended to have been introduced by 
the agrochemical industry has thus far 
resulted in a reduction of crop and 
biological diversity. More farmers are 
increasingly dependent on few 
cultivars that demand substantial 
investment. Agrochemical input costs 
are high, while market prices continue 
to decrease, forcing farmers and 
workers into extreme positions, such 
as having to abandon their fields, sell 
off land, or even to commit suicide – 
the latter has been clearly 
demonstrated in India, with 
government statistics in 2003 alone 
counting 17107 farmer suicides. 
Consequentially, traditional and 
indigenous knowledge developed over 
the millennia and the food security they 
provide are being systematically 
eroded. Another consequence and 
continuing danger of industrial 
agriculture is the degradation of natural 
resources. The overall result one can 
expect is a loss of productive lands, 
ecosystem biodiversity and the 
extinction of species. Thus IFOAM 
offers a stern warning to the FAO that 
this scenario is the likely consequence 
of investing in industrialized 
agriculture. 
 
Gerald A. Herrmann, IFOAM’s 
President, calls upon the FAO to offer 
solutions that do justice to the 
complexity of food insecurity and to put 
the actors, the very farmers, at the 
center of the farming strategy. He 
states "Industrial agriculture relies 
upon external inputs such as fertilizers 
and pesticides. Organic Agriculture 
effectively uses resources and restores 
a decision-making role to local 
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communities, guaranteeing their right 
to control their own resources and 
engaging their active participation in a 
value added food chain," further 
noting  "The single most effective way 
for the FAO to help the world achieve 
food security would be to devote their 
resources towards the development of 
Organic Agriculture production 
systems." (Source – IFOAM press 
release) 
 
FAO Shows Interest Exploring the 
Potential of Organic Agriculture for 
Food Security  - Rome, Italy, 
November 2nd 2006 — From October 
30th - November 4th, the Committee 
on World Food Security of the United 
Nations Food and Agricultural 
Organization (FAO) is meeting in 
Rome to discuss a host of issues, 
including the presentation of the Mid-
Term Review of Achieving the World 
Food Summit Target, which concludes 
that practically no progress has been 
made since its establishment in 1992. 
Taking a solutions-oriented approach, 
a side event organized by IFOAM in 
the FAO Headquarters drew attention 
to the potential of Organic Agriculture 
for achieving global food security. Mr. 
John Bosco Mugisha opened the side 
event by presenting the successful 
work of the Export Promotion of 
Organic Products from Africa (EPOPA) 
project, which began in 1994 as a 
program of the Swedish International 
Development Cooperation Agency 
(SIDA). EPOPA aims to provide 
African smallholder farmers a better 
livelihood through the development of 
local and international organic markets. 
The increase in agricultural production 
benefits rural communities, and thus 
the farmers. Thomas Rath from the 
International Fund for Agricultural 

Development (IFAD) presented the 
evaluations IFAD has undertaken on 
the impact of organic agriculture on 
poverty alleviation. The evaluations 
show that Organic Agriculture is a 
promising alternative for small farmers, 
and that in almost all of the countries 
where the evaluations were carried 
out, small farmers needed only 
marginal improvements to their 
technologies to make the shift to 
organic production. Mr. Alexander 
Müller, Assistant Director-General of 
FAO said that many countries request 
FAO's assistance to develop Organic 
Agriculture. He says that "there is a 
need to shed light on the contribution 
of Organic Agriculture to food security, 
so that FAO can provide objective and 
informed advice to its member 
countries. Thus, FAO plans to hold in 
2007 an international conference on 
Organic Agriculture and food security." 
The conference aims to identify 
Organic Agriculture’s potential and 
limits to the food security challenge, 
including conditions required for its 
success. The report of the conference 
will be submitted to the 2007 Session 
of the Committee on World Food 
Security. Mette Meldgaard, IFOAM’s 
Vice President notes "The major 
constraints to achieving universal food 
security are found in social, economic 
and political conditions, more than in 
problems regarding agricultural 
productive capacity. One of the most 
important factors for poverty alleviation 
is Rural Development. Organic 
Agriculture, based on the Principles of 
Health, Ecology, Fairness and Care, is 
the more advanced tool for Rural 
Development," and concerning the 
announcement of Müller said "We are 
glad that the planned FAO conference 
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provides for an opportunity to show 
Organic Agriculture’s potential." 
 
1st IFOAM International Conference 
on Animals in Organic Production 
Advances Global Organic Livestock 
Sector - From August 23rd to 25th, 
over 250 of the world's leading organic 
livestock experts from 24 countries 
joined together for the 1st IFOAM 
International Conference on Animals in 
Organic Production at the University of 
Minnesota's Continuing Education and 
Conference Center. Jim Riddle, the 
University of Minnesota's Organic 
Outreach Coordinator and conference 
coordinator, said, "The University of 
Minnesota was honored to host this 
historic event, which brought together 
top organic livestock researchers and 
producers from around the world. The 
exchange of information was 
incredible, and the impacts of this 
conference will be felt for years to 
come." The conference came to 
diverse significant scientific 
conclusions that are crucial for both 
organic and conventional livestock 
sectors. The presentations arrived at 
many conclusions that demonstrate 
that organic livestock systems improve 
both animal and human health while 
protecting the environment. The 
participants of the conference 
collaboratively developed and issued 
the St. Paul Declaration, which 
recognizes that animals are sentient 
beings, expresses a committment to 
the Principles of Organic Agriculture 
that ensure the inclusion of animal 
welfare and animal health 
management as integral components 
of organic food and fiber production 
systems, and concludes that animals 
should be provided with the conditions 
and opportunities that accord with their 

physiology and natural behavior. The 
complete text of the St. Paul 
Declaration can be accessed via the 
IFOAM website at: St.Paul Declaration. 
 
The IFOAM Internet Training 
Platform - Increasing Access to 
Organic Knowledge Worldwide  - 
Access to knowledge and capacity 
building is one of the critical factors for 
the further development of Organic 
Agriculture especially in Developing 
Countries. The IFOAM Internet 
Training Platform provides materials 
and information on key organic topics 
and makes them available worldwide 
through innovative means. The 
Platform is a place that facilitates 
connections that unite the organic 
world. If any organization is involved in 
quality training, and consider being 
hosted on the Platform, can submit 
their training materials, announce 
training opportunities or be listed in the 
Links & Addresses section of the 
Platform. The Platform is administered 
and supported by IFOAM’s I-GO 
Program.  HIVOS, Netherlands and the 
"Fund for Sustainable Biodiversity 
Management" of the Dutch 
Government (also managed by Hivos), 
provided initial funds to support the 
Platform’s 2005 launch. The Platform 
now aims to be a sustainable service 
to the Organic Agriculture community.  
 
Biofach 2007 - The world's largest 
organic trade fair BioFach, the World 
Organic Trade Fair, is distinguished by 
its vigor, internationality and innovative 
power. It brings together approximately 
2,100 exhibitors - two thirds from 
abroad - and more than 37,000 trade 
visitors from over 110 countries of the 
world to Nuremberg every year in 
February. BioFach, under the 
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patronage of IFOAM (International 
Federation of Organic Agriculture 
Movements), applies strict admission 
criteria to guarantee the constantly 
high qulaity of the products on display. 
BioFach 2007 is scheduled for Thu – 
Sun, 15 – 18 February 2007 at 
Exhibition Center Nuremberg. The 
exhibition shall remain open daily 
during 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. For further 
details and participation permission 
contact Organizer  
NürnbergMesse GmbH Messezentrum 
90471 Nürnberg 
http://www.nuernbergmesse.de/ 
 
Exponatura 06, 2nd International 
Natural & Organic Products, Health 
and Wellness Exhibition  – is 
scheduled for December 14-17 2006 at 
World Trade Centre, Istanbul, Turkey. 
Exponatura 2006 is a Unique Show of 
Natural and Organic Products. After 
the immense success of the previous 
edition, with the presence of the 
International Federation of Organic 
Agriculture Movements (IFOAM), a 
strong, useful, and profitable trade 
show has been established to monitor 
and present the latest innovations, 
products, and services in the key 
sectors of health and well-being: 
·  Organic and Natural Food & Drinks  
·  Supplements, Ecological Products 

& Concepts  
·  Natural-Organic Cosmetics and 

Remedies 
Exponatura 2006 provides the 
opportunity for trade visitors and 
general public to get more and 
objective information in these important 
fields of life, and for dealers, 
distributors, traders, buyers, agents 
and representatives, this fair provides 
the professional environment and 
possibilities to target successfully an 

ever-growing healthy food, drinks, and 
products markets. EXPONATURA 
2006 is for EveryBody, from 14 to 17 
December at Istanbul World Trade 
Centre, in Halls 11 and 12; and open 
from 11 am to 7 pm. For further details 
Contact Information: Mr. Murat Cavdar  
Foreign Trade Coordinator 
Cobancesme Sanayi Cad. No:14/4 
Yenibosna Istanbul, Turkey Tel : +90 
212 452 75 00 Fax : +90 212 452 75 
07 http://www.exponatura.net/ 
http://www.exponatura.net/ 
mailto:sales@tureksfuar.com.tr, 
murat@tureksfuar.com.tr 
 
ECOLOGY IZMIR will be the meeting 
point for everyone who respects the 
environment and the nature. The 
number of participants and the visitors 
are increasing in each edition. In 
Turkey, the interest and the 
consumption ratio of organic products 
are increasing rapidly. ECOLOGY – 
IZMIR is the ONLY sector fair held in 
Turkey and if you are interested with 
the Turkish market, ECOLOGY – 
IZMIR is where you should be. The 
ECOLOGY – IZMIR 2007 is scheduled 
for April 05 - 08, 2007  
 
Natural Ingredients October 30 –
 November 01, 2007 - Natural 
ingredients 2007 is the specific event 
focusing on natural ingredients within 
the cosmetics, personal care, medical 
remedies & food industries. Natural 
ingredients 2007 alongside Food 
ingredients Europe 2007 Fi Europe 
2007 is the largest food ingredients 
exhibition in Europe with more than 
1100 exhibitors and attended by over 
20000 food professionals. By running 
the only dedicated natural ingredients 
show and the largest food ingredients 
show in Europe, simultaneously, under 
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one roof, visitors can benefit from the 
best of both worlds. A dedicated 
conference program & trend sessions 
from leading natural ingredients 
associations in Europe will also be 
showcased For more information 
contact: CMP Information P.O. Box 
200, 3600 AE Maarssen, The 
Netherland, Tel +31 (0)346 559404, 
Fax +31 (0)346 573811 
Cbalder@cmpi.biz, http://www.fi-
events.com/ 
 
The effect of organic management 
on soil quality indicators - In a study 
in UK efforts were made to examine 
the effect of contrasting management 
regimes on soil quality parameters five 
years after conversion from 
conventional to organic management. 
A number of different rotations were 
investigated. These included long-term 
grassland, predominantly arable or 
predominantly vegetable cropping with 
fertility building periods of various 
lengths. The adjacent conventional 
cereal field was used as a control. 
Although, no clear differences between 
the treatments were found in total 

organic matter, potentially 
mineralisable nitrogen, water soluble 
carbohydrates, microbial biomass or 
ATP. But there were significant 
differences, between treatments in 
respect of some important parameters, 
such as (with values in organic : 
conventional given in parenthesis) light 
fraction organic matter (LFOM) C 
(1087 : 685µg g-1 dry soil) and N 
(43:20 µg g-1 dry soil)  contents, in the 
activity of enzymes involved in nutrient 
cycling, in particular xylosidase (2.5 : 
2.1 nmol MUB/AMC min–1 g -1), 
sulfatase (1.4 : 1.2 nmol MUB/AMC 
min–1 g -1) and acid phosphatase (27.2: 
15.9 nmol MUB/AMC min–1 g -1).  The 
values of aggregate stability in terms of 
mean weight diameter were 1.06 in 
organic against 0.84 in conventional. 
The water infiltration rate and soil 
resistance measured using a 
penetrometer were also found to be 
improved in organic soil.  
(Source – Rayns et al 2002 The Effect 
of Organic Management on Soil 
Quality indicators. Published in Powell 
et al Eds, UK Organic Research 2002, 
Proc. COR Conference) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Organic Farming and the Empowerment o f Women  
 

Several studies have revealed the fact that women, who were custodians of knowledge and 
information of the subsistence farming systems of India, especially in the case of livestock, 
composting, farm and fertility management and household seed banks, were disempowered 
during the past several decades because of the Green RevolutionNow, gender equity is 
emerging in organic farming households. The newfound enthusiasm among women members 
of organic farming households reflects the impact. They are back in lead role with organic 
farming to ensure that all links of the organic production chain are strengthened. In 
households practicing organic farming, women have taken charge of livestock, inputs, 
traditional knowledge of managing weeds, harvest periods of different crops under mixed 
farming, post-harvest handling of produce and organic seeds. The women in organic farming 
families reveal how their social position in the family has been restored through the adoption 
organic farming. Thus, organic farming adds value as a potential strategic tool for the 
empowerment of women and social equity.  

(Source- Tej Pratap, 2006, The India Organic Pathway ICCOA Publication) 
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India Organic News 
 
India on fast track to top slot in 
organic cotton farming  - India is all 
set to be a world leader in the 
production of organic cotton. "The 
organic farming movement is gaining 
ground in India.  We expect that the 
country will be the leader in ’06-07, 
with record production of organic 
cotton,” says Simon Ferrigno, director 
of the farm development programme of 
Organic Exchange, an NGO 
specialising in organic agriculture for 
natural fibres like cotton. India’s 
production of organic cotton in ’06 is 
pegged at 10,000 tonnes and expected 
to touch 14,000 tonnes next year. 
Although India ranks among the top 
five cotton producers, the output of 
organic cotton is pegged at less than 
3% of the nation’s overall cotton 
production. Mr Ferrigno’s optimism is 
borne out by the fact that the gap 
between India and Turkey (the leader 
till date) has been shrinking rapidly. It 
was as much as 750 tonnes in ’01 
(when Turkey produced 1,750 tonnes 
out of the global output of 6,400 
tonnes). “While the operating cost of 
conventional agriculture has rapidly 
increased, the returns have been 
declining. Conventional agriculture is 
becoming extremely risky,” says Mr CS 
Pawar, a former ICRISAT scientist and 
organic farming advisor. It is believed 
that there are about 30,000 organic 
cotton growers in the country, the 
majority of them in Maharashtra and 
Gujarat. Ms Rebecca Calahan Klein, 
president of the California-based 
Organic Exchange, says the West is 
looking with keenness at India’s 
organic farming movement. Ms Klein 

says that even large department stores 
and retail chains in the US and Europe 
are keen to promote organic products, 
including apparel made from organic 
cotton. British retailer Marks & Spencer 
is expected to announce an autumn 
collection made from organic cotton. 
And the likes of Timberland and Nike 
are also making a beeline to India to 
source apparel made from organic 
cotton.  
(Source - The Economic 
Times: November 13, 2006) 
 
Mundulea suberosa  (Supli) An 
Effective Botanical Pesticide  - Since 
last few years organic agriculture is 
emerging as a diversified form of 
agriculture, which not only promises 
soil and environmental health but also 
ensure safe food and better livelihood 
to distressed small and marginal 
farmers. Increasing shift of farmers 
towards organic agriculture has also 
underlined the requirement of various 
environment friendly on-farm 
alternatives to chemical inputs. Krishi 
Vigyan Kendra, Babhaleshwar, has 
implemented a project on organic 
farming in District Ahmednagar for 
three years in 10 different villages with 
two hundred beneficiaries. While 
implementing this project initially the 
emphasis was given to collect the ITKs 
with respect to plant protection from 
the villagers for taking trials. Farmers 
have been using various plant extracts 
for pest and disease management from 
centuries and this method of plant 
protection provides an ideal source of 
low cost, safe and effective tools to the 
farmers. Before switching towards 
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chemical pesticides many farmers 
were using plant extracts for plant 
protection. While implementing the 
organic farming project we came 
across one typical plant namely 
Mundulea suberosa (locally known as 
Supli) being used by small and 
marginal farmers from Akole tehsil of 
Ahmednagar district  for plant 
protection of their vegetables like 
tomato, okra, brinjal, cabbage etc.  
 

 
 

Mundulea suberosa is a shrub which is 
mostly observed in hilly areas. The leaf 
extract of this plant is having 
insecticidal, fungicidal and anti-
bacterial properties. The farmers are 
using leaf extract of this plant for pest 
and disease management but they 
were not following any standard 
concentration of the extract. The KVK 
Babhaleahwar, studied the biochemical 
nature of this plant and initiated trials 
for control of sucking pests of 
vegetables and fruit crops. 

 
Combining the scientific back up and 
indigenous technical knowledge of the 
farmers, KVK decided to use the boiled 
extract of this plant against sucking 
pests of vegetable and fruit crops. 1% 
boiled extract of Mundulea suberosa 
leaves was also studied against onion 
thrips.  The field experiment resulted 

into significant reduction of onion thrips 
with an average saving of Rs.2000/- 
per ha. The incidence of purple blotch 
disease was also found to be 
effectively controlled in these 
demonstration plots.   Similarly some 
members of Farmers Club and Self 
Help Groups, working with KVK also 
tried standardized 1% supli extract on 
the fruit and shoot borer of Brinjal.  The 
shoot borer problem, which was not 
responding to any chemical pesticides 
was found to be effectively controlled 
by this extract.  Further this botanical 
extract was also tested on sucking 
pests of tomato, pomegranate, okra 
and results obtained were satisfactory. 
The group meetings and field visits of 
the beneficiaries were organized to 
impress upon the results of this 
botanical extract in plant protection. 
The farmers were made aware of the 
usefulness of Mundulea suberosa 
plant which is locally  available in 
plenty 

 
Out of the various concentrations tried, 
1% extract was found to be most 
effective.  For preparing 1 per cent 
extract, crush one kg green leaves of 
supli in a pot with10 liters of water. Boil 
the mixture till it is reduced to half. 
After cooling dilute it to 100 liters with 
water for spraying over one acre. In 
promotion of this on-farm technology 
emphasis is being given on women 
farmer’s groups for its adoption as low 
cost and home scale production 
technology. The technology is now 
spreading slowly among the farmers. 
Some of the contact farmers of the 
KVK have even planted supli plant in 
their fields and have decided to 
prepare the extract in bulk quantity for 
their own use as well as for supplying 
to other farmers in that village. Many 
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farmers from the KVK operational area 
are coming forward and have started 
using this particular botanical extract.  
Among various farmer’s clubs and 
women Self Help Groups (SHGs) it is 
coming up as low cost village 
technology, promising local 
entrepreneurship development and 
local resource conservation.  
(Source - Bhaskar Gaikwad and Bharat 
Dawange, Krishi Vigyan Kendra, 
Babhaleshwar, Tal. Rahata, 
Dist.Ahmednagar, email – 
kvkpravara@sancharnet.in). 
 
Fertilizer Association of India's Best 
Article Award  - "Dr. P. Bhattacharyya, 
Additional Commissioner (INM) & 
Director (NCOF)  and Dr. G. 
Chakraborti, Deputy Commissioner 
(INM) have been awarded with the FAI 
Award,  2006 in the best article series 
for the paper entitled "Current Status of 
Organic Farming in India and other 
countries" as published in Indian 
Journal of Fertiliser, Vol.I (9), Dec. 
2005, pp.111-123. The Award will be 
given by Shri. Ram Bilas Paswan, 
Hon'ble Union Minister of Chemicals & 
Fertilisers during inaugural session of 

FAI Seminar to be held during 28th to 
30th November, 2006 at Ashoka Hotel, 
New Delhi. 
Delhi vegetables unsafe – A study 
says  -  
Priliminary studies by newly opened, 
state-of –the-art State Grading 
Laboratory (SGL), under Directorate of 
Agricultural Marketing (DAM), has 
suggested that fruits and vegetables 
sold in the capital have around 30% 
higher pesticide residues and heavy 
metal contents than the permissible 
limits. Harmful mycotoxins and 
microbial contaminations too were 
found to be much higher than the 
prescribed limit.  Some areas of the 
capital like Yamuna belt, where 
vegetables are grown on large scale 
could have toxins which are higher by 
around 50%, the study says. The 
laboratory has prepared an advisory on 
how to eat fruits and vegetables. 
Thorough washing and removing the 
outer skin of fruits and vegetables 
before cooking is the advice of 
laboratory scientists. 
(Hindustan Times, New Delhi, August 
31, 2006). 
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�
Product 2005-06 2004-05 2003-04 2002-03 

Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value 

Honey 2117.3 3904.8 3814 2318.80 526.0 686.0 122.0 164.0 

Tea 1875.0 3841.5 1876 4788.63 1996.6 2886.9 1531.3 4071.0 

Spices 543.9 374.6 350 516.66 625.0 394.1 79.0 141.7 

Coffee 167.2 136.1 162 146.63 97.2 82.0 46.2 46.4 

Rice 1630.1 893.2 1070 164.59 578.0 118.0 962.0 378.0 

Others 1619 3666 1072 1598 2465 3098 1421 1395 

TOTAL 7953 12816 8344 9533 6288 7265 4161 6196 
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Conferences, Seminar, Workshops, 
Exhibitions etc 

 
National Workshop under Ministry 
of Agriculture, GOI and FAO 
Technical Cooperation (TCP) on 
Organic Agriculture - A two days' 
National Workshop under Technical 
Cooperation (TCP) on Organic 
Agriculture was organized during 15 – 
16 November 2006 at India 
International Centre (IIC), New Delhi. 
This workshop was fourth and 
concluding workshop in the series, for 
finalization of organic package of 
practices of 20 important crops, for 
assessment of progress in 
documentation of different indigenous 
technologies and for consideration of 
alternative certification system for 
domestic market. Inaugural session 
started with the welcome address from 
Dr. P. Bhattacharyya, Additional Comm 
(INM). Project overview was presented 
by Dr Daniel Gustafson, FAO 
representative in India. Shri Satish 
Chander, Joint Secretary INM, Ministry 
of Agriculture, presented the overview 
of organic farming in India and 
achievements of National Project on 
Organic Farming. Dr. T. Haque, 
Chairman, Agriculture Costs and 
Prices Commission, delivered 
inaugural address. 

 

Technical presentations were spread 
over five technical sessions. 
Participatory Guarantee System (PGS) 
and Issues of Credit for Organic 
Farmers were discussed in the first 
session. Shri Ajay Rastogi, Project 
Coordinator, FAO presenting the 
details of proposed PGS stressed that 
the system provide credible guarantee 
to consumers , ensures empowerment 
and responsibility of stakeholders, 
minimize costs and administration and 
provide inbuilt system which 
encourage peer education and 
support. Unlike Grower Group 
Certification system, in which a single 
certificate is issued in the name of 
group and all the members have to 
adhere to the common sale policy, this 
system ensures individual certificate to 
all the participating farmers, with liberty 
to sell their products individually. Issue 
of credit to organic farmers was also 
identified as key issue of the workshop. 
Mr. CSR Murthy of NABARD 
elaborated various issues, bankers' 
perception and modalities for easy 
credit flow for input production, farm 
production and processing. Second 
technical session was devoted to 
Market Perspectives on PGS Organic 
Food.  
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Organic Package of Practices 
developed by Centre for Indian 
Knowledge Systems (CIKS), Chennai 
and Development Research 
Communication and Service Centre 
(DRCSC), Kolkata were presented in 
third session.  
 
Fourth session on 16.11.2006, started 
with the presentation on Status of 
Organic Inputs from Natura Agro 
Consultants Pvt. Ltd and package of 
practices from Maharashtra Organic 
Farmers Federation (MOFF). In the 
last technical session organic 
packages of practices for selected 
crops were presented by  North 
Eastern Region Community Resource 
Management Project (NERCORMP), 
Shillong and Institute of Himalayan 
Environmental Research and 
Education (INHERE), Masi, 
Uttaranchal. 
 

 
 
Post lunch session was devoted to 
panel discussion and valedictory 
session. The session was chaired by 
Shri Satish Chander, Joint Secretary 
(INM). Other dignitories present on the 
dais were: Dr. Daniel Gustafson, FAO 
Representative, Dr. I.P. Abrol, 
Chairman, CASA, ICAR, Dr. Tej 
Pratap, Executive Director, ICCOA, Dr. 
P.V.S.M. Gouri, Advisor (Organic), 
APEDA and Dr. V.V. Sadamate, 

Advisor, Agriculture, Planning 
Commission. Shri K.S. Money, 
Chairman, APEDA delivered 
valedictory address.  
 

 
 
In the panel discussion and 
recommendations it was unanimously 
resolved to finalize the suggested 
recommendations in respect of organic 
package of practices for 20 important 
crops. The authors accepted the 
modifications suggested by the house 
and agreed to incorporate the 
suggestion. The issue of introduction of 
Participatory Guarantee System (PGS) 
as alternate certification system 
attracted lot of attention. Dr. Gouri and 
Shri K.S. Money raised doubts about 
its efficiency and stressed that third 
party certification system is the best 
method of certification. Dr. 
Bhattacharyya clarified that PGS is 
also based on NPOP and is currently 
being tried as pilot project at 23 
locations. Experience earned from 
these groups may form the basis of 
further strategies. Programme was 
concluded with the valedictory address 
from Dr. V.V. Sadamate, Advisor, 
Agriculture, Planning Commission. Dr. 
P. Bhattacharyya thanks every body 
for their support and assistance in 
successful implementation of the 
project objectives in time. 
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National Seminar on "Potential and 
Prospects of Organic Farming in 
North East India – A two days National 
Seminar on "Potential and Prospects of 
Organic Farming in North East India" 
was organized by the ICAR Research 
Complex for NEH Region, Umiam, 
Meghalaya, during 30 – 31st October 
2006. The conference was organized 
under the financial assistance from 
National Project on Organic Farming, 
Govt. of India. The focal theme of the 
seminar was on chalking out the road 
map for implementation of organic 
farming strategies. The North Eastern 
Hill Region is traditionally organic with 
practically no use of synthetic inputs. 
Low productivity has always been a 
matter of concern. Various deliberations 
during the conference were to address 
the productivity concerns with systematic 
spread of modern organic farming 
technologies, coupled with certification 
mechanism. Distinguished luminaries 
present on the dais during inaugural 
session include Sh. Manirule Islam 
Sarkar, Hon'ble Minister of Agriculture, 
Govt. of Meghalaya,  Dr. J.S. Samra, 
DDG (NRM), ICAR, New Delhi, Dr. (Mrs) 
I.K. Borthakur, Member NEC, Dr. P. 
Bhattacharyya, Additional Commissioner 
(INM), Ministry of Agriculture, Govt. of 
India and Dr. S.P. Ghosh, Ex. DDG 
(Hort.), ICAR.  
 
Dr. K.M. Bujarbaruah, Director Host 
Institute, stressed the urgent need for 
defining the roadmap for systematic 
implementation of the organic farming 
strategies. He stressed that in this region 
about 2.3 million ha (56%) under low to 
mid hill areas should be the potential 
target for conversion and for systematic 
inclusion under certification system. Dr. 
P. Bhattacharyya elaborated the special 
status of the region in National organic 
farming policy. Dr. Borthakur, Dr. Samra 
and Dr. Ghosh stressed upon the need 

of appropriate organic farming strategies 
for this region and suggested for 
cautious approach with well defined 
strategy and proven technology. 
Technical deliberations were spread 
over seven technical sessions. Focal 
themes of these technical sessions were 
: (I) Steps towards organic farming, (II) 
Resource management, (III) Organic 
farming in horticulture, (IV) Pest and 
disease management, (V) Certification, 
finance and marketing, (VI Social and 
policy issues and (VII) Wrapping up 
session.  
 
The seminar was participated by more 
than 300 delegates from all over the 
country. Other important speakers 
deliberated in the seminar include: Dr. 
M.S. Gill, Director PDCSR, Modipuram, 
Dr. S.N. Das, CSSO, AIS&LUP, Govt. of 
India, Prof. P. Tandon, Vice Chancellor, 
NEHU, Shillong, Dr. Amerka Singh, 
Director, NCIPM, Dr. Rahman, Director 
(Hort), Meghalaya, Dr. S. Keitzer, 
Director Agriculture, Nagaland, Sh. 
Basar, Director Agriculture, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Dr. G. Chakraborti, Dy. Comm 
(INM), Ministry of Agriculture, Dr. A.K. 
Yadav, Regional Director, RCOF, 
Imphal, Dr. Upadhyaya Director, NIRD, 
Guwahati, Dr. A.K. Pathak, Director 
Research, AAU, Jorhat and Dr. K.K. 
Jindal, Director Research CAU Imphal. 
The seminar was concluded by Sh. S. 
Chatterjee, Additional Chief Secretary, 
Govt. of Meghalaya. 
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Short Course on "Organic Animal 
Husbandry – Concept, Standard and 
Practice"  -  A 10 days' short course on 
Organic Animal Husbandry – Concept, 
Standards and Practices is scheduled 
for 27th November to 6th December 
2006 at Division of Extension 
Education, Indian Veterinary Research 
Institute, Izatnagar, Uttar Pradesh. The 
course is sponsored by the Indian 
Council of Agricultural Research, New 
Delhi and is aimed at creating 
awareness on organic animal 

husbandry as a concept, its principles, 
standards and practices mainly in 
scientists and academicians of ICAR 
Institutes and State Agricultural and 
Veterinary Universities. This will be a 
small step forward towards the 
development of organic animal 
husbandry alongside organic crop 
farming in more scientific ways towards 
sustainable agricultural development. 
For further details contact: Dr. Mahesh 
Chander, Senior Scientist, Division of 
Extension Education, Indian Vetrinary 
Research Institute, Izatnagar – 243 
122, U.P. , Phone 0581-2302391, Fax 
0581-2303284, Email 
dirshort@ivri.up.nic.in.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FAI Award for Article on Organic Farming  
 

Dr. P. Bhattacharyya, Director, 
National Centre of Organic 
Farming and Additional 
Commissioner (INM), DAC, Krishi 
Bhavan and Dr. G. Chakraborti, 
Deputy Commissioner (INM), 
DAC, Krishi Bhavan have received 
Dhiru Morarji Memorial award 
from Fertilizer Association of India 
(FAI), New Delhi for best article 
(III) in Agricultural Sciences – 
2005-06.  
 

 
 
Dr. Bhattacharyya and Chakraborti were awarded for their article on "Current Status of 
Organic Farming in India and Other Countries" published in the December 2005 issue of 
Indian Journal of Fertilizers. The award was given by Shri Ram Vilas Paswan, Hon'ble 
Minister for Chemicals and Fertilizers and Steel, Government of India on 28th November 2006 
in FAI Annual Seminar as held in Hotel Ashok, New Delhi 

 

Dr Bhattacharyya, Director, NCOF is receiving award 
from Hon’ble Minister Shri Rambilas Paswan 
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Book Reviews 
 
The Market for Organic Foods in 
India – Consumer Perceptions and 
Market Potential. Findings of a 
Nation wide survey. Edited by VSK 
Kishore Rao, Raj Supe, Manoj K. 
Menon and Tej Pratap. Published by 
International Competence Centre for 
Organic Agriculture (ICCOA), 
Bangalore, Pages 219, Price Rs. 
1,000/-. Organic commodities market is 
the fastest growing market in the world 
since last 10 years. From insignificant 
in 1990s, organic commodities have 
lept into mainstream. In US alone sales 
are estimated to increase to about US 
$22 billion by 2010, despite the 20-35 
price premium. In India although, the 
market has just started growing, is 
likely to emerge as promising 
agribusiness venture in next 10 years. 
To assess the consumers' perception, 
sensitivity, inclination, awareness and 
purchase behavior, a Nation wide 
survey was conducted by ICCOA. The 
survey and study was funded by 
ICCOA core programme and the 
IOMDP project of FiBL and SECO, 
ETC-Solidaridad, Agricol and the 
Genus a.b. The book entitled "The 
Market for Organic Foods in India – 
Consumer Perceptions and Market 
Potential" is a compilation of this nation 
wide survey. The survey was aimed to 
look and address the important issues 
facing the organic agribusiness market 
today, viz: 
·  What is the nature of existing 

potential for organic products in 
India 

·  What is the future projected 
demand 

·  Who is the potential customer 

·  What are the attitudes and 
preferences of customer 

·  Perception and central precepts to 
organic foods 

·  How to create the market 
·  How to promote organic foods 
·  How to price the organic products 

and  
·  Which are the important segments. 
 
The publication is structured into eight 
sections and one or two chapters 
under each section. Section one 
comprises overview and methodology, 
section two describes consumer 
perceptions. It starts with the 
description of qualitative feedback 
gathered during the focus group 
discussions. The consumer perception 
on organic food, pricing, satisfaction 
levels, accessibility of organic 
commodities to taste debate and 
authenticity issues. Section three deals 
with organic sensitivity in eight metros 
of India. The information is also given 
by individual city and by region. 
Section four talks about price 
sensitivity of organic foods. Do 
consumers differ in their willingness to 
pay in different regions, for which 
items, consumers are ready to pay 
premiums and for which items 
consumers would not like to pay more, 
all such information are compiled in 
this section. Section five starts with the 
level of inclination of consumers to buy 
organic foods and information is 
presented as nation, by regions and by 
cities. Section six reveals the level of 
awareness about organic food among 
the Indian consumers, which are the 
sources of awareness about organic in 
different cities, regions and what 
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source of information dominates in 
India. Section seven presents findings 
of consumer purchase behavior and 
shopping behavior. Who purchases 
daily needs and weekly needs and 
who controls monthly bulk purchases 
and how these purchases will make an 
impact on organic purchases. Section 
eight is a running commentary of 
market potentials of organic foods in 
the metropolitan cities of India. The 
overview of findings about potentials is 
followed by city wise details. The sum 
up of the chapter also includes national 
projections and discussions. This 
domestic market survey for organic 
food products is first of its kind in the 
country and deserves appreciation 
from all quarters. I am sure the 
compilation being exhaustive and 
unique in nature is also full of surprises 
and will be very useful tool to all 
stakeholders of organic food 
production, planning and business. 
(AKY). 
 
India Positioning High in Organic 
Agribusiness – Proceedings of India 
Organic 2005. Edited by Tej Pratap 
and Seetharam Annadana. 
Published by  International 
Competence Centre for Organic 
Agriculture (ICCOA), Bangalore, 
Pages 147 – The book is a compilation 
of all the happenings, speaches, 
presentations and discussions in India 
Organic 2005 held during 4 – 7 
November 2005 at Lal Bagh grounds, 
Bangalore, under nine theme wise 
chapters. First chapter entitled "India 
Organic 2005", delas with the 
perceptions and visions shared in the 
inaugural and closing ceremonies. 
Chapter II summarizes organic 
perceptions and experiences shared 
during open house session of organic 

stake holders. Chapter III deals with 
organic awareness and policy 
initiatives. Presentations on market 
issues and opportunities have been 
discussed in chapter IV. Organic 
production technologies and extension 
experiences have been shared in 
Chapter V. Chapter VI is on the much 
talked and discussed issues of organic 
inputs, quality assurances and 
certification issues. Chapter VII 
concertize the expert opinion on 
significance of post harvest and value 
addition. Last two chapters deal with 
finance and investment options for 
organic agribusiness and issues raised 
in organic cotton workshop and 
stakeholders experiences. 
 
In brief the book is an excellent 
compilation of vast amount of 
experience shared during the event 
relating to different aspects of organic 
enterprise. It is a remarkable endeavor 
by the ICCOA team. I hope the 
readers, especially organic 
entrepreneurs will find the compilation 
a dedicated effort in strengthening the 
resolve of all stake holders to establish 
flourishing organic agribusiness. (AKY) 
 
Traditional Knowledge Systems of 
India and Sri Lanka, By A.V. 
Balasubramanian and T.D. Nirmala 
Devi, Published by Centre for Indian 
Knowledge Systems, Chennai, 2006, 
Pages 263 – The book is a COMPAS 
series on World Views and Sciences 5, 
and is a compilation of papers 
presented at the Compas Asian 
Regional Workshop on "Traditional 
Knowledge Systems and their Current 
Relevance and Application", held 
during 3 – 5 July 2006 at Bangalore. 
The COMPAS (Comparing and 
Supporting Endogenous Development) 
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is an international network designed to 
understand the diversity of rural 
peoples' knowledge, encourage local 
experimentation within farmers' world 
views, and enhance intercultural 
dialogue on farmers' knowledge and 
indigenous learning. The compilation 
encompasses 25 papers under five 
sections. First section deals with the 
agronomical and crop husbandry 
aspects of traditional knowledge of 
India and Sri Lanka. Second section 
summarized traditional wisdom on 
livestock and veterinary sciences. 
Third section, comprising of only one 
paper discusses traditional methods of 
weather forecasting in Gujrat, using the 
participatory approach. Fourth section 
is related to traditional health care 
systems. Fifth section elaborates 
Methodology of traditional science and 
technologies. All the presentations 
compiled in the book indicates towards 
a scenario, wherein there is 
widespread interest in various parts of 
the world in traditional knowledge 
systems, not only in terms of their 
content, but also in terms of their world 
view and underlying values. It is widely 
emphasized that these knowledge 
systems have an immense contribution 
to make in todays' global search for 
alternatives, that are sustainable and 
ecofriendly. (AKY) 
 
Organic Inputs for Organic Farming, 
Edited by G.K. Veeresh, Published 
by Association for Promotion of 
Organic Farming (APOF), 
Bangalore, 2005 Pages 117  – The 
booklet is a compilation of 17 papers 
presented in the National Seminar on 
Organic Inputs during 21 – 22 
February 2003 at Bangalore. The 
chapters contributed by different 
eminent scientis in the field of organic 

and biological inputs and organic 
farming deals with different 
components of organic farming ranging 
from issues, policies, seeds, organic 
input resources, solid waste 
management, vermicompost 
production, biological control of pests, 
biopesticides to standards of organic 
production and future directions for 
organic production. In brief the 
compilation touches almost all aspects 
and issues concerning organic farming 
today. (AKY) 
 

Organic Paddy Cultivation, by K. 
Vijayalakshmi, T.D. Nirmala Devi, 
Subhashini Sridhar and S. 
Arumugasamy, Published by  Centre 
for Indian Knowledge Systems, 
Chennai, 2004, Pages 102. The book 
entitled "Organic Paddy Cultivation" 
describes in details various organic 
methods of paddy cultivation and 
increasing soil fertility, generally 
prevalent in South India. The book also 
provides detailed account of important 
insect pests and diseases, methods of 
their identification and non-chemical 
and cultural methods of their control. 
The descriptions are supported with 
attractive coloured photographs. 
Problem of storage pests afflicting 
paddy has also been addressed. The 
book is an excellent compilation of 
package of practices encompassing 
both traditional wisdom and modern 
scientific knowledge. I hope the book 
may serve the needs of the farmers 
involved in organic paddy cultivation. 
(AKY) 
 

Organic Cotton Cultivation, by  K. 
Vijayalakshmi, Subhashini Sridhar, 
R. Sridevi and S. Arumugasamy, 
Published by  Centre for Indian 
Knowledge Systems, Chennai, 2004, 
Pages 38. Cotton account for about 
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25% of the global insecticide market by 
value and about 10% by quantity. In 
India though cotton occupies only 5% 
of the total cropped area, but it 
consumes about 45% of the total 
pesticides used in the country. Keeping 
all these facts in mind, the book 
"Organic Cotton Cultivation" has been 
prepared with emphasis on major 
insect pests, major diseases, nutrient 
deficiency, organic approaches to 
management practices, composting 
techniques and overall organic 
cultivation practices. The descriptions 
have been supported by attractive 
colour photographs, which prove 
handy to the users. In brief the booklet 
is a good effort in compilation of 
organic package of practices for cotton 
and can be a useful guide for cotton 
farmers. (AKY) 
 

International Organic Inspection 
Manual, 264 pp, IFOAM/IOIA, 
December 2000, Price 63.00 EUR  - 
This manual is the most 
comprehensive text on organic 
inspection procedures and protocols 
written to date. It is intended to 
improve the quality and increase the 
consistency of organic inspections 
worldwide. It is to be used by organic 
control bodies, including IOIA and 
IFOAM, as a training tool and 
reference text. It is a fundamental 
resource to be used in conjunction with 
certification standards, approved 
material/input lists, and accreditation 
criteria. The manual contains a general 
overview of organic standards and 
regulatory frameworks. It contains 
detailed information on inspector 
qualifications, responsibilities, and 
ethics. Protocols, methodologies, and 
techniques are presented for the 
inspection of specific types of organic 

operations. The manual contains 
instructions for risk assessment, 
sample collection, identification of 
organic control points, and audit 
review. It contains guidelines for both 
narrative and checklist inspection 
reports, and concludes with an 
extensive resource section. (AKY) 
 

Participatory Guarantee Systems, 
IFOAM publication Print copy 
9.00 EUR - There are dozens of 
Participatory Guarantee Systems 
serving farmers and consumers around 
the world. Although details of 
methodology and process vary, the 
consistency of core principles across 
countries and continents is remarkable. 
The elements and characteristics 
outlined in this document demonstrate 
our shared vision but are not meant to 
concretely direct existing or future PGS 
programs towards conformity or 
“normalization.” The very life-blood of 
these programs lies in the fact that 
they are created by the very farmers 
and consumers that they serve. As 
such, they are adopted and specific to 
the individual communities, 
geographies, politics and markets of 
their origin. This document of Key 
Elements and Key Characteristics is 
then respectfully presented only to 
highlight those elements that do 
remain consistent across PGS systems 
– the Shared Vision and Shared Ideals 
that have brought them together.								
				

��K.�'���	 7�� '.	 �	 :�	 �5'	 (�!F��
-	 <�
��	  !��(�	��K.�'���	 7�� '.	 �	 :�	 �5'	 (�!F��
-	 <�
��	  !��(�	��K.�'���	 7�� '.	 �	 :�	 �5'	 (�!F��
-	 <�
��	  !��(�	��K.�'���	 7�� '.	 �	 :�	 �5'	 (�!F��
-	 <�
��	  !��(�	
.!V
�-	 :.!V
�-	 :.!V
�-	 :.!V
�-	 :$$$$��������$$$$#�#�#�#�$$$$��X<(��'	 �"�!�	 ����(��	 �)�'	 ����-	��X<(��'	 �"�!�	 ����(��	 �)�'	 ����-	��X<(��'	 �"�!�	 ����(��	 �)�'	 ����-	��X<(��'	 �"�!�	 ����(��	 �)�'	 ����-	
�4)D��UN-	  �>"	 "	 ���8��4)D��UN-	  �>"	 "	 ���8��4)D��UN-	  �>"	 "	 ���8��4)D��UN-	  �>"	 "	 ���8�	 ?	 ��K.�'���	 7�� '.	 "�	
�����	 
��
�	 ��E<�	 �!E	 �)�'	 ��	 :�	 �/!���'
	 ��)�"	
�/�	/�	?	5�	��G��	��	;@���	�	�����	�����	��	�<:	
����	 ����(��	 ;�<X6�	 /�?	 `�	  !��(�	 .!V
�	 W���	
�<�
�
	 ��K.�'���	 7�� '.	 �	 :�	 �5'	 (�!F��
	 :���	
����(�����	 ��	`�
�<�	��	��2� 	�#�	/�	?	"/	����(��	



��������	
���
��������� ��� �

Organic Farming Newsletter, December 2006 
39 

 

��(�	 ��	 %��)��	 �/,��	  ��	 ����(��	 ��	 :�	  /@���3�'	
;�<X�G�	 /�	 ?	 5�	 �!1
�	 ��	  �6" 	 ��	 <�
��	 ��	
;�%���H
����	 ��	 �F�
	 ��	 ��!���	 
��
�	 ��	 
������	
���	 ������	 ��	 ����	 ��"�	 /�	?	 �����	 
��
�	 ��	 �!#�	
����3�'	 ;�<X6�	A��	 ���	N�	 �6"�"���	  ��	 � ��/
	 ��	
�!1
�	 ���	 ��������	 ��	 �<:	 :�	 .�5#	 ��	 FV�	  ��	
��1
!
	����	��	��"��	��"�	."�	/�	?	��@"��	�6"�"	
��	 ��
	  ��	 �%"��-	 ����3�	 :��	 ��(<�)�3�	 ��	 �<:	
���FV�	 %��	 ��"�	 ."�	 /�	 ?	 �����6�
	 ��)�"	 ��	 ��(�	  ��	
�����(�
	 ���%�,�	 ���
������	 ���	 %��	 5�	 �!1
�	  ��	
;��
	12��	��"�	."�	/�	?	5�	�!1
�	 ��	 ��2� 	
��	
�6"�"	 
��
�	 ��	 �
' ��	 �12��
-	 �����	 
��
�	 :��	
;���	(�!F��
	��	����6�
	/�-	�
!2�'	�6"�"	 ��	;@����	
��)�"���	 ��	 ����3�	/�	?	������-	ED�	�	 ��
���	 �6"�"	
 ��	 �4�)�	 ;@������	 ��-	%�����	 ��	 .!3��@
�	 
2��	 �����	

��
�	��	 ���	�	�� �3����3�	�����"�	��	����3�	��"�	
."�	/�	?	���
 	 
��	 �6"�"	;�%���H
�-	�����	 
2��		
�����	
��
�	��	�!#�	�,"	 !�����	���	;��.�	��
�	/�	? 	
�����	
��
�	��	�!#�	�%��	<��.���	�	��������	��	�<"�	"/	
�!1
�	:�	�5'	��(��	����'�(���	����
	/��.�-	:���	 �� �	
��(���	/�	?��������	
 

The India Organic Pathway – Making 
Way for Itself, By Tej Pratap, 
Published by International 
Competence Centre for Organic 
Agriculture (ICCOA), Bangalore  – An 
occasional paper in the form of an 
attractive coloured publication by Dr. 
Tej Pratap is an out come of the 
assignment he did with National 
Commission on Farmers. The main 
objective of this publication is: (a) 
Describe and critically review the 
trends and issues confronting India 
Organic Movement, (b) Examine the 
prospects and dimensions of future 
growth of organic sector and (c) Sketch 
a pro-farmer organic strategy of India 
and identify where should our efforts 
be focused in the coming years. The 
entire information and strategy outlined 
in the publication is structured in to 
eight sections. The first section 

provides a general introduction to the 
India Organic Movement followed by 
review of perceptions and issues 
expressed by the stakeholders, in the 
second section. The third section 
underlines reasons why organic sector 
in India may grow much faster than 
many of the people believe. Insights to 
the failure of green revolution 
technologies in the dry land areas, 
increasing cost of cultivation and new 
opportunities for organic farming are 
also discussed in this section. Fourth 
section briefly describes experiences 
of other countries in agriculture and 
organic agriculture and what lessons 
we can learn to strengthen India's 
organic movement. In the fifth section, 
the author has tried to explain what 
could be the shape of farmers' oriented 
organic strategy of India and what 
necessary elements it should have and 
what it should not contain. The section 
seven tries to argue that organic 
farmers in India have a comparative 
advantage of folk organic knowledge 
and they are inventors of organic 
practices too. Therefore they, be made 
partners for technology development. 
While in section eight, issues relating 
to quality assurances, such as 
certification, value of internal control 
system and the need for participatory 
guarantee system in India have been 
touched. The final section makes a 
case for India to focus on developing 
organic market so as to ensure that 
organic producers get fair and good 
opportunities to market their valuable 
produce. A developed market will also 
be the basis of the success of organic 
movement in India. In brief the 
publication provides good insight to the 
movement and suggests future path for 
effective implementation of the 
strategy. (AKY) 


